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L1BERTY of CONSCIENCE gpou its true and 
a proper grounds Aſſerted and Vindicated. 


IZX53Monglt all the endowments beſtowed upon the ſons of 

7 YES men, nothing is to-have & higher price and value put 
_ it, than that we call Conſcience ; ' becauſe of the 

q immediate reference it bath to the pleafing or diſples- 

lf ſing the great God,and thoſe more noble Concerns of 
[RJ better life ;- and alſo the irrefiſtible Influence it hath 
— upon ourſelves, todetermine our well, or ill being 

here, Conſcience is an ability in the anderfianding of man, by a reflect 
a& to judge of himſelf in all he does, as to his acceptance, or tejeRion 
with God ; this is the inward rule he hath to walk by : And 'tis but 
reaſonable to believe mankind baund to Reer their courſe, by what (up- 
on the utmoſt omen: of their underſtandings) they know, and 
believe beſt. The proper ſear of Conſcience is in theunderſanding, 
and is no other thing, but this refle& a& of our knowledge back upon 
our 'ſelves, dictating to us God's liking or diſliking, what we do, as 
or evil, This ability is more or leſs, according to the ſurable lighe 

God affords to our underſtanding, cither inwardly or outwardly, whe- 
ther natural or divine ; and is indeed to each man, the Rule of all other 
Rules God is pleaſed to govern him by : for - whether-it be by natural 
light or divine revelation, Rill the utmoſt bounds of þbis conformity 
lies id the knowledge and conception be hath of it, and of bis duty in 
refesence unto it. So that the information of the undesRanding, is Rill 
the guide of the Conſcience ; for hen we become once convinced that 
this or that is God's will,cay underftanding reflects back w.my ſelf,and 
me, this is my duty in reference to ity and ſo comes in upon each 
manthe obligation of that we call Conſcaonce 5; whichis :ndectſo unt- 
voidable a refleftion, ſutable to the copviRtian and impreflion the un- 
derftanding lies under, that no man hath power in himſelf, if be would, 
wt eſcape it ; Conſcientiam, non ofſe juilicinm theorgticurs, quo verum 4 
falſe fmplicuer diſcernunr, ſed pratiicum, quo: particwlariter ils cognitio 
applicatur ab bomine ad illud, quod ipft vel bonum, vel malum eft, us fit 1inter= 
ne Regul, dirigens voluntatem - = de caſ, Conſcs, That there was 
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( (6) 
at the fiſt in Adam a clegr and perfet knowledge of God, and of him- 
ſelf; ixn to be doubted; andubat there was this tefleR a&t in Adams 
knowledge, that he fully viewedand beheld bimſelf and knew in what 
2-happy «fate God.had.made him, is alſo clear; andihat thig exerciſe 
of his knowledge alſo, in a way of Conſcience, he had to tell him, he 
was accepted of Gog, and didweall in yhatſoever he did;; burthat equal 
refl:Ction of mans uhdertanging, both towards good and evil, allow. , 
ing the one and-condemning the other, was fiſt intgoduced,. when ke þ. 
ate of the tree of knowledge of good andevil ; which was ſo called by 
anticipation, becauſe'by the fifi committed in eating of it, Adam who 
knery nathing before, neither in himſelf, nor anyother creature, but 
what was pzifectly good, came to the miſerable kriowiedge of good and 
evil. Evil before” he conld not know, for nll he had finned, theie 
could be-no ſuch thipg preſented ts his view; but in that act of his fin= 
ning, he ſav the greateſt evil,and the root of 21l other evil ; what-was 
000d alſo, by his talt he cath to/know ini ahother-manner, than before ; 
for before he knew it onely finply'an(idered in'it Helf, but now as it 
{t>od in a dire& contrariety and oppoſition. unto-evi]i: That perfe&' 
knowledge man had'at the firſt,” ſo' far retains, fince the Fall, its ex- 

' cellent nature, as'to be a'difiinguiſhesbetween good and evil; and a 
copſtant witneſs: for God-in hisſonl, and by ſecret reference, rowhat 
he was at firſt, reds hint; 'what heRfll-onght tobe #-And this is the 
thing we call Conſafewee, 'Which 28 it is fie belt thing lefriiy men, by far 


ſince the fall, ſo "rigthe nobSleſt and worthittthing, the world hath left 
in it, and which above all others, ought t6'be cheriſhed and valued; as. 
that whereby God is moft-acknowledged;eachiman in his own breft moſt 
quieted and a mankind belt enabledto live peaceably in (oti= 
ety and converſe! together, 2 's 

- That it hach-continued amongſt men ever fince the fall, is plait,if we 
conſider, that even in the darkeſt times of divine knowledge, before 
any Law from God was written;this knoiviedge men had of themſelves, 
inreference to God, was a Law unto-them. Their natural light derived 
to them-from'their firſt} creation; diftating tothem what they oughtto' 
do, and what not, 42d entblibgtheat to paſs a judgement upon them. 
ſelves; of their 'diie behavibur towards God ; and this the Apofile"in 
the Epiſite to the Romans calls Conſcience, Which will either excuſe 
them, /or accuſe them in- the great Judgment-day, when the ſecrets of 
mens hearts ſhall be made known. There be,hnce mans fall two things! 
eminently left in him ; Aſence and knowledge of God, though your 
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and chat tivo! Wayes OY RIOT IO NFRery compohcion and copſtin ,- 
tution, God making himat firſt jh, his ovng Image 3 :aud cond by 
the uſe of his reaſon, .in beholding the works of. creation ant tOV]- 
dence, Whichhe does daily behold, and converſe with, and which do 
eminently preach God unto him;:. the. pther thing, is 2 ſenſe of plealing 
or difpleaſing God, by oO WLyeunderanding ole him.1s good, 
or ill, and this- is to each-map a Law ;. ſo - Paul in that place of the 
Romans tells us, that thoſe that haue nat the Law written, are a Law unto 
themſelves, and doby nature the things contained inthe Law. 

When afterwards men came to be under a Law wiiten,and the know. 
ledge of Gods mind copcerning man wag clearly revealed, every man 
came to have a larger view of his guty, .and a clearer tefleRion upon 
himſelf in reference toir, and ſo came, to have a mois enlightened 
Conſcience, ſutable to the enlargedneſs of his underſtandiug id his 
walking hefore God. | 

This then being premiſed, that mans perfe& knowledge which he 
had at fiſt does till retain, a talt of, andis a diſcerning [principle be- 
tween good andevil, and does enable a man to judge of himſelf, in re- 
ference to-his pleaſing or*diſpleafing of God, by the one and the other ; 
and that every man hath more or leſs in him of that we call Conſcience; 
(unleſs in ſome particular caſes, whereby often endeavouring to reſiſt 
and oppoſe Conſcience, Godin juſt judgement takes away the uſe of 

it ) and that Conſcience is wholly regulated by the undeiſtandipg, and 
the, light theyeof. Ri _ | 
We wilkconſider, firſt, that men do, and alyayes have differed in 
their underſtandings and apprehenfions, and ſo in their Conſciences 2. 
bout divine things, and their duty to God, Secondly what the grounds 
and reaſons are, upon which men come {o to differ ; and thirdly, how 
far men arc to-be tolerated, and indulged ove by another, in Tach'va. 
riety and.difference. of knowledge and Conlcience, Fir fe firſt, "We 
ſhall find it toe obviouſly plain, ſo to have been inall times ; 'Aman 
mult have ſome ill will, either to himſelf or his Reader, that ſhould 
ſpend much time in the proof of it. If ive look into thoſe catly times, 
before any Law as yiitten, though all men had of commmep inſtio& 
of God in their natuge and beipg, and had the ſame outWird Afediams 
of the knowledge pf God,. which were the Yorks of Cteation and Pro- 
vidence, for there. is no place where, their Voice ſounded hop ; yet 
doubtleſs the various Apprehenſhons of Gad,” and of mang duty to him, 
were very great; ſome improving thoſe common Rudiments of Divi- 
nity, to more reverent thoughts of a Deity, and a more ſober virtuous 
way of living, by their natural light ; and others lo far degenerating 
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from them, 39 that when they knew God, and might have known more 
of hitn, they glorified bim not xs God, but turned the plory of the rrue 
and incorruptible God, into mock-Deiries of Birds and Beaſts, and ſo 
came to be given up to all manner of Evil, Stch whe lived in thoſe 
dayes, and were by dreams, viſions, voices, and otherwiſe, particularly 
enlighrned, hadother kind of apprehenſions of God, and principles of 
Confcience ſurable thereunto ; which yet could reach rio further, than 
themſetves, nor be obliging to others, farther chan they could juſtifie 
thoſe divine diſcoveries in their own nature, or by the credit of their 
own teſtimony gain belief, and perſwade men thereunto, ' When af. 
terwards the Law came to be written/in ſtone, which was from the b:- 
einning written in the heart, and was in truth no other than a tranſcript 
of the Law of Nature, and the Light thereof ; yet what great variety do 
we finde in the expoſition of it, and what various principles detived 
from-it ; he is a great ſtranger to all Rabbinical Learning who knows 
not the tvide compaſs of the Jewiſh debates and Controverſies, And 
fince the times of the largeſt and fulleſt Revelation of the mind and 
will of God, in the dayes of the Goſpel, do we not ſee,that Knowledge 
hath multiplied Divifion ? What great variety of thoughts have atiſen 
amoneft men, not onely concerning thoſe more obſcure notions of 
the order and diſciplive of the Goſpel-Church, but of moſt of the 
other Do&rines and Truths of Religion ? And ſo general have the 
miſapprehenſfions beet? that have poſſeſſed men in theſe things, that 
ſometimes we find in the Chriſtian Church, Truth (hut up, and thruſt 
mito a vety narrow corner ; and ſometimes an eAthanaſne, tnd ſome 
vety fery oppoſing the torrent of miſtakes, with which the generality'of 
Chiiftian underftandings were pofleſſed, . And ſtil the variety of meng 
Apprehenfions have produced the ſame variety in ſeveral ſorts of Con- 
ſciences, & the efieRs of it, If we ſetioufly ponder the reaſons of theſe 
things, we ſhall find them to. come under ſeveral heads, in the viewing 
of which we tnay arrive at ſome ſatisfaFion, in the ſecond thing propo. 
ſed, which is to know how ſuch uneven, diſproportionate thoughts, 
Opinions and Conſciences, come to be among men. 

The firſt and great account that may be given of it, is this ; Ad in- 
nate infirthity is the ſoul of man fince his fall, not to be able aliveyes 
to make 2 fight jadgment of rhings, but ro receive various impreſſions 
in theunderſtanding-faculty ( by reaſon of the infirmity and amperfe- 
Qion of it) according to all the ſeveral accidents, and circumſtances re- 
lating to its information,and the objeR *ris converſant about: Adam in 
bis naming the creatures, and what elſe he did before the fall, was not 
capable of a miſtake, But man kivge lies very open to all ry and 
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*deceit, being notable always to-repreſent ts .himſelf in his underſtand. 
ing-faculty, all-choſe chm gs that ſhould .be known to make up a perfe& 
judgment, norif he could do ſo, were beable by the intrinfick fireogth 
of that faculty, perfeRly and infallibly ro judge, of what ſhould evi. 
dently appzar before him ; nortaltly,;to remaipfixedin any determina- 
tion, being not only (ubje roalter and change, by ſeeing farther, and 
having more preſented to'his view then what he at the firſt :knew, but 
alſo in-his own nature now, become mutable and apt to change, in his 
belt and trueſt reſolves, And from ſuch a womb of infirmity, tis not 
hard to conceive, What various and differing thoughts may be born, 
Secondly, The great variety there is of ſutable mean, to operate upon 
ſuch a weakne(sin the Soul, and to prevaile oyer the1nfirmity-of mens 
underftanding, to lead them in ſeveral paths. ' This-we ſhall eafily 
find, itzw2 conſider the ſeveral poſtures and conditions mankind is 
ſetled in, as to education, company, ſtudies, and many ſuch acciden- 
ta] matters, by which the minds of men are variouſly: ſeaſoned and en- 
ed in their apprehenſions ;- and ſo come te have differing foundati- 
ong laid of Conſcience,according to umpreſhions received thereby. And 
where (asin moltit is) very weak and ordinary motives prevail, and 
no [arger compaſs is taken to ſettle the judgment, than thoſe accidental 
means, that firſt prevail with us, yer as pofttive an obligation of Conſci- 
ence ariſeth from ſuch things, as from any whatſoever ; there can be no 
r(wafion ſo impotent, but may meet wich ſomecapacities, over which 
ir may cafily have dominion, and tlie bounds of ſuch mens knowledge, 
though neverſo mean, maſt» needs be a rule to the Contcience z ſo that 
to imagine all mens minds and conſciences ſhould'be the ſame, is to 
imagine all men to be educated alike, all company to walk alike, and 
all books tobe written alike z:and thatall other things, that work upon 
the minds of men; (ſhould all concenter toinculcate the ſame thing. 
Thirdly, befides all this; thereis aninbred diſpofition in the ſculs of 
men, according to the bodies they dwell in, to apprehend and befeive 
diverſly of things, Without any other outward help to ſuch avariety ; 
ſome. men being naturally prone to. believe ſom: things, and othe<1s 
to imbibe thoſe of a contrary nature; ard this: jp;to befound withcur 
much diffculry, in the ifeveral coni{titutons -and compoſunts of men, 
where. we ſhall find their thoughts and rpinions; holding excat cerr:- 
ſpondence with, and bearing much propor.ion to, their natural inclina- 
tons and tempe1s, and at ſeveral times teveral thoughts prevailing, ac- 
cording as the concommitant Humoutrs of :Nature are: piedominant in 
them : ſo that let a man bur philoſophically vieiv.over the divers humots 


in mens bodies, ſuch as make men Sn - ua: or the ike,and 
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the wonderful mixture: of thoſethumours, in the verieus Tempariment 
ef them ; 'and be withnot be much to ſeck, for the vatious Thoughts, 
Opinions, and Conſciences, that are inthe world ; and to force men 
out of theſe, through avy door than that of the underſtanding, and 
means ſvited thereunta,' ix to force them out of their very nature and 
exitence;. tharſout in man, that -was/at brit Lord aver the body, and 
could receive no fophiſtication from it, rakes now 2great tinQure from 
thence, and ſavours much in all its operatians, of the veſſel 'cigkept in, 

Laſtly, let us ſeriouſly ponder the wonderful variety there is in that 
inward divine iltumination,afforded to men mare ar leſs, as God pleaſ- 
eb, by which their judgments, and conſciences arein ſeveral meaſures 
ſettled and determined; As nothing can grveuna clearer account of 
that variety there is in the world, in divine things ; fo nothing can be 
more prevailing upon us, to have compaſſion upon men ſeverally in- 
formed and perſwaded, than when we conſider, God affordeth divine 
light ſeverally to them, as be pleaſeth, and gives it in what propor. 
tion, little or much, ſeems beſt to his Wiſdom ; and by makipg men of 
feveral growths and Riatures in divine knowledge, does ſeem to Iet us 
know, he would have men of (ſeveral fizes and attainments in that 
kind, tolive quietly together in the world. 

Theſe things being: able in ſome meaſure to difcover to us the 
gr0unds of thoſe diſagrecing piinciples we find amongſt men ; we will 
£0 on to the thizd and chief thing we have in purſuit by this diſ- 
courſe, which is a ſerious erquiry, How far men are to-be tolerated one 
by another, whoſe judgments and confciences about divine things are 
found to differ : Conſcience in it felf confadered, being nothing elſe 
but the underſtinding under ſucha kind of exerciſe, as is before de- 
ſcribed, is ſuch « thing, as can by no means comeunder avy poſhbility 
ef torce or refttatnr, ; A ir5 own bounds; and isas much out of 
the reach of all humane power, as the foul it ſelfe is ; and therefore is 
choſen of God to be the witneſs, which he gives to himſelf, amongſt the 
fons of men, of their due behaviour towardShim, and is a thing neithes 
in the power of others, nor io the man himſelf; no man can point 
out what another hall b:lieve, nor can he chooſe our his own belief, 
but Gill the underſtanding gives in its teflimony by the conſcience, 
though in aGings the will may ſometimes prevail agaioſt it. This is 
thac which chieſty differs a man, as to-his relativeneſs to God, from 
other creatures, and is that whereby God keeps up his ſolemn claim of 
Soveraignty over us, in our own breaſts, by fuch means as we can no- 
Way oppoſe, nopavoyd, This dominion of God was never delegated 
bs avy ſubſtitute upon carth, nor Was there ſince the world began & 
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judgemem introfledin'any S, : over the ronſciences of then, nor 
was it indeed undet a pothibility to be z lince no man, nor men,with the 
exiſtznce of humane power, could ever come to knviy theſta te of 2no- 
ther mans conſcience, nor the manifold circumfiances ( only open to 
«divine eye )-relatiog tv it, and thztefore .does' Bas /hnm(eife to the 
Corinthians, wholly diſclaim the exerciſe of ſuch s power, 

The ſimple aftings therefore of conſcience abtratedly confidered, 
are not capable of a forceable impreſſion from without, nor need eny 
man fear the loſs of hiberty of conſcience in that ſenſe of ir, nor reckon 
himſelf under an obligation to any indulgence for it, finds a donation 
of it from any, Will with no mote reality afford it to me, then a teftraint 
from them will any way'aQually take it from: me, That which wilt (28 
moſt proper and genuine to the preſent enquity propoſed) come under 
confideration, will be, how far the products and effe&ts of conſtience 
in mens aRtingy, in purſuance of it, are to be mo and how far rc- 
firaifhed, and this will all come under rwo heads ; firſt, How far men are 
to be ſuffered to do,or not to do,thoſe thiuge, * which they ſay, they are 
in conſcience 0bliged to do ; ſecondly, How far metre to be urged by 
commands to do fuch thingy, which they ſay they are: in conſcience 
obliged not to do. That &/ punRtual clear anſwer to theſe queſtions, will 
de a travel of great perilunder-taken, none that have any way verſed 
themſelves in fuch controverhes will deny; and therefore the better to 
fecure our progreſs herein, it will be necefliry chiefly andprincipally 
to refle& upon the Magiftrate, and the power 'he is intruſted withat ; 
this method will carry it own evidence ſufficiently with it : If we con- 
fider the power that mankind bath over-each other, is exerciſed by him, 
andthxt the ſucceſs of this notion, and the influence both of freedom 
and reftrzine depends foly upon him, «#d thet the power of Princes and 
Magiſtrates do aQtuidy' bind and Tooſt in matters of this nature ;' Liay 
if we confider this, we ſhall ſoon mike 4 diſcovery, that ( finding out 
what the Magiſtrate may do, and what he may-not do in religious 
affairs ) will give us # determination of this matter. In the proſecu- 
tiort 6f this, theſe {ſeveral things ſhall - be artemipred ; firſt, ro makeir 
eVident, that Magiſtracy ivan inftitution gtoutided - upon'the light of 
czar ; end how fir be may & ought to proceed by that borh\negatively 
and poftiively in theſe thidgs. Secondly, that a Magiltcare by decoming 
Chriſtian, receives no addition of - power to what hit had before; only 
K1ndsdound to animproved-exerciſe of hig power, :ſutable to the lighe 
he then receives.” Thixdlyg "to diſgovet ſore 4minent miſtaken exc 
treattis ibout the Magiſtrates power it Religiong which bave miſgre< 
bly involved us, And laſtly, to ſhew bow far the Magiſtrate” under the 
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Goſpel ſhould, and.ought toaG about Religion; inÞwherem he-is not 
tq interpoſe his powez, the right ſtating whereof, is the true and ſolid 
foundation, upon which:all true Liberty of Conſcience ig built, __ 
Foxtherfirkt of theſezthatMagiltiacy and Government i$a9 inſtitution 
grounded upon' the lighbof -nature, is:caſy enough 10. be made appear, 
the firkt riſe.of rit;berog 18 famblices,, where it, yas Wholy natural and 
paternal, and therefore it is that the firt Commandment, wherein all 
Jubjecian te ſuperiours. is commanded; js comprehended under thg 
obedience of Children, requized to their Parents, that beipg the fix 
Magiraticat: Power.exerciſed ; That futPower,-and Authority God 
eave Adarapontbe fall, over the: Woman, being, a diſtinguiſhing Pos 
wer betivecnnhe tio (exes;-and not! properly, any. Magilſtratical Power 
relating to: a community. After there came to be ſeveral divided fa- 
milies 11 thewvorld, they found a neceſſity of a/power, that might have 
a. larger and facther;extents then that in-each family; which - could be 
vq otherwiſe - gronnded,: then by « joint and/ common conſents God 
having:not - by : particular , deſtgnation appointed any to rule oper the 
world ;;; 2nd-p6 onefamyly coold claim a night to rule over another, nor 
could the firſt bora in aty Family exerciſe any power, or extend his-do- 
minion farther, than that particular family : ,the reaſon whereof ſeems 
plain, becauſe that pacternapower, which. isoriginally in a family, is 
not ſucceffive 3-tbere 18 no ſucceſhon-of that power Patents bave over 
theis Childrens; and Maſters haye over their Servants, (which 4s.the 
ground of family-government) farther than tho(e relations Rill reach ; 
Hence it js the power-a Patent might exerciſe in bis Family, aa Father 
and a Maſter, be cannot exerciſe upon any of his-kindred,. or other col. 
latral Relations in any degree further, and therafore that kind-of .Do. 
minion muſt:needsxelt crcumigribed within the bounds of each parti- 
cular Family ; and that more extenhve Government of many-Families 
together, was by a:jpynt- coalition and agreement-of them, dictated by, 
the Light, of Nature for general.good.; there being ſcarce any thing a 
more neceſſary direction of Nature tor mans gwn preſervation and 
2p0d, fſince'bis fall, than) to 8ſociate him(glk, iv.a Community under 
one Common- Governments, How the Light of Nature dig at the tir 
aperate upon-men, to'continue them-of anecaſſy to joyptogether.in. 
2 ſubjeion to Superiours,: and hoiv.greatly their incerelt Jay 10 (uch a. 
fubjeRton,. relative to:ſuch. a- publick Romipion, we, may ſomeiyhat 
diſcgver, oif ve confides,..Firlt, that the Eauk was ak ths fulk the gife, 
of the 2xgar: Creator. 40 zherſons of  Adawm,. and: what: eyery man fiſt 
pofſeded: was hig owns: 40d Whatevershe could bythis jaboup produce 
om it ;; (the ſame Law. that is:t6. this/day,, tothe firkt.diſcoverers of; 
= uy 
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any unpofſefſed part of the world ) now the only ray to preſerve men 
in ſuch-a proprierys and co make good that fuſt Law of Geds donation, 
was to have by common conſent a publick power to take care of -ir, 
and reſtrain the violence and exorbicant injuſtice, that would otherwiſe 
havefilledthe world. | 

Secondly, When private differences came to atiſe between man and: 
man, between cauſe and cauſe, it would prove imp ſhble to end any 
rife, while each man would be a Judge in his own caſe, and there: 
fore it was found impraQticable for men, to live without a third Judge» 
ment, Which-did neceſlarily point them to z- Magirate. 

Thirdly, -Man was not only a ſociable creature in himſelf, made to 
live in ſociety, and prompted by particular inclination to it,. but each 
man came to ſee men had common concerns one with another,. and 
interefis of a publick nature, beyond the bounc's of their own particu« 
lar families; and there could be no way found out to capacitate them; 
to enjoy thoſe common advantages they might afford each to other, bur 
by imbodying themſelves together, and creating a publick Relation 
each to other in one joynt-ſoctety, the very being of which muſt needs: 
lye in having one to rule over it, and to exerciſe that publick care, 
requiſite to its preſervation, to Which no mans ptivate poiver or con« 
can either could or onghtto lead him, | 

. Laſtly, The ſenhble/ good each Family found in that-Paternal Regi- 

ment exerciſed within it ſelf, might well induce them to fall into that 
more general ; and to unite themielves under one Political Father, in 
whoſe care and: protection they might live ſecured, 
. Theſe and many other neceſſary inforcements upon the. common ſenſe 
and expetience:of men, induced the power of commanding, -and,the: 
reaſor-of obeying. That Ged, that afforded to each-treature a: capay 
city large enough for its owr, preſervation, did not leave man withous 
ſufficient light to diſcover this great Engine of bigs ſafety ard happi- 
neſs. Well may we then look upon the power of Magilitacy,. as the: 
oreateſt and molt tyanſcendant. of all-humane-things, , and pay the dug 
tridute of all-Reverence and Obedience to-it, as-being the Sovereign- 
Power of God, exetciſed in a ay of Vicegerency amongſt men,, and 
that wherein the peace and quiet of mankind is- molt: neceſlarily in-- 
cluded. 

The Law and Light of Nature, having thus: ſrom- the beginning; 
placed the Magiſtrate in his Throne, the ſame alſo did lead and-guide, 
himsotheexerciſe of his Power, by bringing him-under:- this obligatio 
on, 'to do- whatſoever (hould be found necetiary to the good of man=- 
kind, bot2 in their private and publick capacity, and relirain whatſo- 
SV er. 


I 
ever i; deftruQive to it ; this is ir brings Princes and Magiſtrates to a 
rye of duty, ſo is the donation of this Power exceeding large and am. 
pte : The firſt thing in which the power of the Magitrace is naturally 
exerted, is in his owa preſervation, wherein his Poiver is Paramennt to 
all pretenſions whatſoever; As in Nature each mans ſuprearn Law lies 
in ſelf-preſervation, who is bid to love bis Neighbour but as himſelf , 
So politically in Magiſtracy the preſervation of it ſelf in its Power and 
Pcerogative, and the exerciſes thereof, is the futt thing *ris led tolook 
after ; he is topreſerve himſelf in order 40 that preſervation he is to 
afford to others ; 'twere very abſurd to ſuppoſe a Magiſtrate bound to 
tolerate any thing deſtruQive to bis being, no pretence of Conſcience 
is here to be ſuffered, *.is apraice againſt the Laiv of Nature, 'tis to 
pretend Conſcience to anvihilate mankind ; God hath nor, nor will 
not promulge Laivs to interfere one with another, nor mill he ever re. 
veal any thing againſt the ſanding Law of Nature ty being: the re- 
mains of mans excellent creation at firlt] but what ſhall heighten and 
improve it to a further perfeRion. Herein therefore Princes; and 
States are ſufficiently ſecured by a power inherent in their very being, 
that no abaſed pretenſons of a liberty for Conſcience can ever invade 
or diftur> them, 

Secondly, The -xtent of the Magiſtrates power reacheth to a total 
ſuppreſſion of all mcral evils and encouragement of al{ morgſ[ good , 
and that for theſe Reaſons : Firſt, moral evil is an abominatiou to eve- 
Ty mans conſcience, and therefore ought to be much more ſo to the 
Magiſrate, who hath the only power of ſuppreſſing and pudiſhiog it : 
Secondly, moral evil and vice is mcft injurious to mankind, and de. 
fruRive to that well-being and quiet the Magiſtrate is bound to pro. 
vide for : Thirdly, lt brings down ſenhible and-vifible Judgments up- 
on perſors and ſocieties, with a voice exfic enough to be heard by any 
natural ear,' and therefore the Maxiftrate by the very Light of Na. 
ture, is loudly enough called upon to ſuppreſs it, This ve have clear 
enough ſet down inthe 13th of the Romans, where the Magiſtrate is 
faid to be a terroxy to evil-doers, and 4 praife tochenwthat do well; the Ma- 
oiſtrates power is there fully aſſerted, bur ir ſeems to be bur the ſame 
power he had before, his Commithon ſeems only to be renewed with the 
ſame power he had from the begining; that the Apoſtle there ſpeaks no. 
thing of the power of Magiſtrates, b:yond what the light 'of Nature 
eives them, ſeems to be very clearin two things : Fitlt, in thar he in- 


Rancethin the preſent Rowan power that then was ; and 2dly, becauſe! 


he ſets down nothing that the Magiſtrate is to do, but what the Light 
and Law of Nature doth direQly guide him unto ; That the Apottle 
ipeaks 
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ſpeaks of Magiftracy in general is plain, and that he ſpeaks of it inthe 
preſent inſtance of che then Rowan Power, is as plain; now if: all that | 
belongs to the Mazgiſtracy in the abfrat, had not bin compleat in the "| 
Roman power, as to the right of ic, the inſtavce had bin no way pro- 
portionate nor right.; The Apoſtle writing to Rowe, no doubt intend- 
ed todeclare tbe principles of the Goſpel to be ſuch, as/tavght all ſub- 
jeRion to the Emperour ; he fays, The Powers that be, are ordained of 
God, (peaking 1n the preſent ſenſe of thoſe that then' were, and he ſays, 

For this cauſe pey you Tribute ; that is, the preſent Tax you pay the Ro- 
man Emperour, is upon this very account ; ſo that he carries on-the 

inftance of Magiltracy all along in the Roman Heathen power, Second- 
ly he ſpzaks of nothing to be done by the Magiſtrate, but what the light 

of nature ditates, and,what was the duty of the Emperour then to do ;. 
to execute wrath upon him that doth evill, and to encouragethbole thac 
do well ; wherein he is a Miniſt:r of God to us. for very muc good. 
By this we (ee then, this farther power of reftraint in the Magilirate, 
10 h:2 natural confitcution, that being to ſuppreſs all moral evil, and 

encourage vittue, he is bound not to ſuffer upon any falſe pretenſions: 
of Conſcience whatſoever, any pracices that diſcourage the one, or 

fall within the guilt of the other, 

Theſe formentioned and unqueſtionable generals do contain in th2m 
the negative and pofitive execution of the Magiſtcates natural power, 
in things purely moral and political. Hom far he 18 by the Light of 
Nature obliged about the religious concerns of his SubjeAs, and where- 
ih the Light of Nature layes an Arreft upon him, not to proceed, that 
ſo the due liberty of each mans Conſcience may be ſecured, will come: 
wader a more pertinent conſideration, 1n e following part of this dii-. 
couſe. We (ec: by theſe things, the Magiltrate negatively impoivred 
in an ample.manner, in his firtt conſtitution, over all things relating 
to the moral and political good of mankind. The Light of Nature ex- 
cludes all ſuch Principles from thz leatt toleration, which make men 
cea(e to be true Subjects to the State, or good Commonwealths-men in 
zxelation to others : Liberty of Conſcience is belt ſecured, by diſclaim- . 
ing ſuch who neither by natural or divine Law, can make any juſt pre= 
tencetoit; 'Tis only to be given in things divine and ſupernatural, 
fuch as neither deſtroy nor diltuib ihe civil and policical interefts and: 
rights of m2n. 

The ſecond thing propoſed about the Ag ſtrate, will have no- 
hardſhip to make appear z That 2 Magiſirate by becoming C hr;ftian 
hath no addition of power to whit hz had before ; Mag:firety is-che: 


fame, and as legitimate anongt Hea:benry a-Chriſtuans, A Magittrate, 
W:2 oa 
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when Chriſtian, exerciſes the power be had- before otherwiſe,” but: re- 
ceives no addition of power tohis cfhce ; ' Chitiſtin the: Goſpel -bath 
made noalteration in Magiſtratica/ Power, nor hath be given any addi. 
tion to it, when exerciſed by Chriſtian hands ; but a Magiſtrate when 
Chriſtian, is bound to exert his Power in a way ſutable to the: lighr he 
then hath : He that hath no'other than the-Eighr of Nature, bath as 
much power about 'Religion,' as if hewere Chriſtcen, abd is to take as 
much care of the ſouls of his Subjeas, ſutable to that Light, as an 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate is to do, ſutable to his, The power a Re arback 
over his Child, a Maſter over his Servant, a Prince over hig SubjeRe, 
15 no more when they become Chriſtian, than it was before, only thar 
power-mulſt be otherwiſe exerciſed, according to that improvement of 
light Chriſtianity bringswithit, © All natural and moral Power was the 
ſame from the beginning, though God was not pleaſed to ſet that po- 
wer ditin&ly down,in a Law written, till long after, the Light of Na- 
ture gave a plentiful information about theſe things. The duty of all 
ſuch Relations,'in the performance mutually of them amongſt men, is 
greatly farthered by the Light of the Goſpel, but the duty-is ſtill thz 
ſame; Several things do. evidently evince this general truth, 

Firſt, All natural and moral relations, belong ro men as men, only 
ſo conſidered, and not as Chriſtians, and are fully compleat and per- 
fe& among(t mankind, both in the power of the one, and the duty of 
the other, without any reference to ary perfivaſion in Religion, or 
other qualification whatever. | | 

Secondly, . It appears from hence, becauſe: whatſoever the: Goſp 
reveals to be the duty of ſuch relations each to other, we find pra- 
Etiſed by the Light and Lyv of Nature, frcm the beginning; theſe 
things Gina of abſolute neceſhiy to uphold the frame and policy of 
mankind, God had naturally endowed them with a ſufficient diſcove- 
ry of his mind about them, 

Thirdiy, It appears to be ſo ; b2cauſe Chriſtians are obliged by the 
Laws of the Goſpel, to give the ſame obedience, and perform the ſams 

duties, in theſe relations to undel-ivers, that they are to Beleivers; the 
Goſpel ſpzaks of theſe things without diftinCtion ; Subjects are com- 
manded to obey Heathen Magiltcates1n all things lawful,{ and we areto 
obey Chriſtian no farther; ] Servants are commanded, with the utmoſt 
duty of Sz1vants, to ob2y undeli:ving Maſters, and ſo Wives: to be 
ſubj2& to undzlieving Husbands ; ali which declares theſe relations 
perfe&lv inherent in mankinc, as luch, and no way relative to any 0- 
ther qualification whatſocver., 
Theſe two preliminary conticerations of the Magiſtrate ; Firſt, that 
he 
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he has his Original in the Light £5 Law of Nature ; Secondly, that 
his power and being is thereby perfeR and compleat, and that ChriRi- 
anity giveg no addition of power to ſuch an office, will much farther 


Magifirate under the Goſpel, is impowred Negatively and Poſitively 
in theſe things. Before I proceed to which, I ſhall come to the third 
thing intended, which is to ſhe, how ſome eminent miſtakes about 
the Magiſtrates Power in Religious things, have involved us into very 
deſtructive and pernicious extremities ; a proſpe& of which "may be 
had in theſe three things, into which the various Writings and Di. 
courſes of that SubjeR, have chiefly iflved themſelves : Firſt, Some do 
make the Mag:ſtrate the ſole Judg of all Spiritual matters,aſcribe to him 
the power of ſetling what Government he pleaſes in the Church,appoin- 
ting Officers in it, determining all differences in Religious things ſup- 
preſſing by his Power all Errors and Herefies, and ſuperſeding all mat- 
rers that appertain to the Goſpel. A ſecond ſort with an equal warmth 
affirm the Magiſtrates Power un Religious things, but ſay "tis never to be 
exerciſed but in a perfett ſubſerviency to the Church, and that whatſoever 
the Church determunts, he ts bound to execute by the Temporal Sword, as the 
great Law of Chriſt, A third ſort, as wide of the Truth as either of the 
other, ſay pofitively, The Magiſtrate hath nothing at all to do in Rel; 
ious concerns, that he 15 a meer Civil-Officer, to «_ care of mens Civile 
JAmereſts, and bath nothing todo with things of a Spiritual nature, 

| That all theſe Principles have produced hurtful effe&s, and that the 
truth lies diſtant from them all, will be found in a diſtin Confidera- 
tion of them, The fuft does little leſs than revive in the Magiſtrate 
now, much of that power Chriſt himſelf, and the Apoſtles by his delega- 


. tion, exerciſed at fiſt, in (etling the Goſpel-Church ; and unleſs it can 


be punRually made appear, where in the Goſpel Chriſt hath ſubſtituted 
the Magiſtrate to exerciſe ſuch a dominion over his Houſe, it will ſober 
ly be found a dangerous Intrenchment upon his Kingly Office; cis one 
thing to take care of the execution of what Chriſt_ hath already ſetled , 
and another to make Laws and Cuſtoms about thoſe things : This opi- 
nion, a$ it iS by many late Writers maintained, diffolves all Eccleſiz- 
Rical Regiment, and annexeth the Government of the Church to the 
Civil power, or indeed drowns the Church into the State, or at leaſt 
mixes them, as much or more than they were mixed together under 
the Judaical policy. What ever government the Magiſtrate ſettles,car- 
not be Eccleſiaſtical but Civil, if it be forieign to That is alceady 
divinely appointed; if it be not then its not the ſetling, but the exe- 
cuting of what 1s already (gtled; —_ you will ſaygthat Chriſt entiuſted 

bim 


the rigat ſtating the chief and laſt thing propoſed, How far a Chriftian © 
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him to ſettle the Ecclefiaſtical Government of his Church,and that will 


ſeem not a little ſtrange, that the Magiſtrate, who is no Spiritual Offi. 
cerſet in the Church, nor cannot himſelf adminiſter in executing the 
leaſt thing within it, ſhould have ſuch a Supream Power over it, Either 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles did ſettle a Government in the Church, or they 
did not ; if they did, the Magiſtrate 8s well as others is obliged by it 
if they did not, but that *cis left to the Magiſtrate, he bas a greater 
power, at leaſt in the exerciſe of it, than ever they had. For if we 
tuppoſe, they had power to ſettle a Government, but did not think fit 
ro exert that power, but left it to the Magiſtrate, his power in the ex- 
ecutton of it is greater than theirs, "Tis much that the infallible Wiſe 
dom of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, could not better find out an Order for 
the Goſpel-Church, than toleave it to the fiercy of every Magiſtrates 
diſcretion ; and*tis equally to be wondred at, that an Officer of ſuch 
neceſſary importance to the Church, as to ſettle the Goverriment of 
it, ſhould be wanting when the Goſpel was firſt planted; and every 
thing ordinary and extraordinary belonging toit, was preſent to ac- 
company the Glorious Preſence of Chriſt upon Earth, and which might 
any Way contribute. to rear up the Fabrick of the New-Teftament 
Church, 'Tis much that ſuch an Officer of ſo abſolute concernment; #s 
this Opinion makes him, ſhould not be in the Chriftian World for three 
hundred years together. If we will ſeek the meaning of this providen» 
tial diſpoſal of things ; may we not ſoberly think it to be, that the Go. 
ſpel was a thing wholly founded upon Spiritual Power, was compleat 
therein, and needed not any Temporal powet to contributg to its per- 
fetion, 

This impowering the Magiſtrate with a Superlative Authority, .in 
fetling what relates to the Government of the Church, ſappoſeth this, 
That the Scripture hath revealed no truth, that is binding in this mat- 
rer, but this, That what the Magiſtrate pleaſeth to ſettle in every 
place, thatis right, [and this I am ſure the Scripture hath no where re- 
vealed] and ſoweare like to have as many diſtin& Governments, as 
there are States and Kingdoms diftinRin the World ; "cis firange;thoſe 
that are for exa&t Uniformity in any one Church, ſhould lay a foundati- 
on of ſuch confuſed multiplicity in the Church Univerſal, 

Either we muft ſuppoſe, Chriſt was not faithful to reveal all that 
conc:rned the Government of the Goſpel-Church, which God intruſt- 
ed bim with, prelſe that it was the*Will of God there ſhould be no 
more revealed, but that all ſhould be tranſiently left to the Magrſirare, 
To (ay the fiift, were but to urge Blaſphemy for Reaſon ; if the ſecond, 
[is to impower-an Officer ia ſuch a neceſlary and weighty matter,wvaoſe 

very 
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very being in the Chareb,with an ability to do it, had a futurity of three 
hundred years to come, During all which time, if Chriſt and che- A« 
les ſecled no Government in the Church, and there bzing no Chri- 
ian Magiſtrate that could ſettle any; How could the Church ihen 
come lawtully to have any? If it beſaid, Where there is no Chiiſtian 
Magiſtrate, every Church may uſe their own diſcretion ; then 'cis 
lainy the Government of the Church under the Goſpel, hath no other 
——_— than what every Mag:ſtrate,and every particular Church plcaſ- 
eth ; and ſo not onely Magiſtrates, but Churches, and indeed all the 
World may be their ovnCarvers in this weighty matter; 'Tis very hard 
to be credited, thet the Government of the Church, which does ſo 
oreatly rclate to the preſervation of the Truth of Do&iine in it, ſhould 

be left to ſuch floating uncertainties, 

Beſides, this Pohition makes all that part of the Goſpel, which lies in 
Precept and Prefident about the Rule of the Church, and what was dy 
the Apoſtles then practiſed and commanaed, to be of no uſe to us, nor 
obligation upon us, farther then the Magiſtrate pleaſeth; 'tis to give 
him a dominion over that part of- the Scriptures, and opens a door to 
make him (as ſome have fully done) Lord over the whole New Te- 
ſtanenc, 

Two things are uſually ſaid to prop up this Power in the Magiſtrate. 

Firft, That there 1s nothing poſitively determined in the Golpel about 
thele things ; becauſe the Goſpel being to take place throughout the 
whole world, no oneframe or model of Government could bz compoſ- 
ed, that would conveniently fitall perſons and places where the Goſpel 
might come to be received and ſetled ; and therefore the Wiſdom of 
Chriſt bath lett things of that nature wholly undetermined, 

This is a thing taken for granted, and wholly withcut any Divine 
Ground to warrant it, and 18 in the reaſon of the thing it (elf inſufhci- 
ent; for we find nothing in command or practiſe. by the Apoſtles in 
ſetling the Chriltian Churches, bur What will agree With any Nation 
or People in the World, He that will (ay, that the Order of the Go- 
ſpel, aswe there find ic practiſed /and required, will not agree roany + 


-place ; may with as much reaton, -1f not'More; jay, That the reteivirg 


of the Goipel it (elf, in the general belief of it, will not agre2 to thar 
place. 

Theſe things make it evident, that the Oxder and Diſcipline we fird 
ſetled in the Golpel-Churches, in the. Apotties:time, muſt necds fit 
every place and people, and can do no hurt any Where. Firft, It bigt- 
ly rends to heighten and compleat the duty incumbent on all Moral and 
Natural Relations ; that which Chriſt hathaappointed to preſerve order 
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among Chriſtians as Chriftians,will never hinder, but farther it amongR 
men as men, Secondly, The power upon Which Chriſts Rule, ſetled 
in his Church, is founded, is wholly Spiritual, it can never do any vio- 
lence to mankind, nor claſh with any humane power, becauſe that is 
the Boundary of it. Thirdly, The thing deſigned and attained by the 
Order of the Goſpel-Chutch, is no more than to preſerve men in a re- 
gular capacity to enjoy all Chriſts Inſtitutions ; and therefore he thar 
will ſay, This Order will not ſuit any Nation, muſt ſay in effe, None 
of Chriſts Inflitutions will agree to that Nation, Foutthly, There ig 
nothing in Chrifts Government of his Church, that is properly relative 
to the Political Government of a State, or does any way determine the 
form of it, but tt may be equally exerciſed under any Government 
whatſoever. The Religious policy of the Jews did highly relate to the 
State, and was commixed with it, and the ſame Government of that 
Church, could not have been had without a ſutable conformiry of the 
State to it, and ſo could not well reach beyond that Nation, and pecu. 
liar Countrey and People. But the Goſpel-Church, and the Rule of 
it, is grounded upon quite other terms, and hath its firſt Principle in 
that ſaying of our Saviour, Where ever two or three are met together i» 
my Name, there am 1 in the midſt of them ; And there is no place, nor 
people under the Sun, but where, with much advantage, the order of 
the Goſpel, as well as the Goſpel it ſelf, may be introduced, 

A ſecond thing made to prop up this powet in the Magiſtrate, is, Be- 
cauſe of the wonderful difficulty we find-in the New Teſtament about 
matters of this nature, This I acknowledge ſhould put us upon much 
enqliry, and great indulgence to each other, but I cannot yeeld it a 
00d reaſon to eſtabliſh a viſible Judge to ſettle a Civil Pope; for at 
jaſt upon the ſame grounds it will be found out, that the Scripture in 
Do&rinals is obſcure too, and ſo the Magiſtrate muſt be likewiſe an 
Umpire in thoſe things, & finally in all.Were once all theſe Carnal In- 
treſts, & Political Concerns that are now twiſted into the Government 
of the Church, laid by,it would be found a thipg very feaſible to deduce 
from Scripture Precept-and'Example, (limited to no particulax,caſe in 
the reaſon of it) a ſylteme of Ecclefiaftical Rule, ſufficient for the ob- 
taining all the holy and good endg'defigned by the Goſpel, and coms 
pleating men in a Spiritual Society, as an Orgznical-Church ; and if a 
Church can be ſo conſtituted (which is a thing in it ſelf of no hardſhip,if 
men would be contented with the kwplicity of the Goſpel, and Chiifts 
wiſdom in theſe thinss$) /as that Church wilt be moſt purezas having no- 
thing of humane make in it, ſo1t will perfeAly annihilate all thoſe pre- 
tended neceſſiics for the imgerpolition of humane Authotity about ſuch 
things, | If 
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If the Magiftrate have likeniccs farther power to ſuppreſs all Errors 
and Hereſies, and to eſtabliſh by force the Orthodox Truth (the Rule 
of which muſt needs be what he thinks to be ſo) this will inevitably 
follow, that there can be never any ſuch thing, as Liberty of Conſcrence, 
in any caſe, or upon any terms in the.world, under a Chriſtian CMagi- 
frate, he fins if be ſuffer or tolerate any thing but what he thinks pun- 
Rually right, 

If he be the proper Judge entruſted, firſt to judge, and then to exe- 
cute his Judgment with the Temporal Power ; all Liberty, to whoſo- 
ever is not of his mind, is perfectly gone: This is no other than to 
make the Magiltrate's Power a meer /nquz/ition ; And by this means a 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate will prove a awarvellows kart to much of the Church 
where he governs; for, unleſs you will ſuppoſe all the Truth, and all 
ſound Chriſtians to be included in what he eſtabliſhes for Qrthodox ; if 
there be any Truth, or true Profeſſors of Corianity amongſt all the 
other Opinions he perſecutes, they are ſure to be ſufferers, and it will 
everfall out, that all thoſe that are not of the Magiſtrates Opinion, had 
better live under one of Gallio's temper, than under a Magiſtrate ſs 
practiſing, 

Theſe large poſitions about the Magiſtrates Power, have no viſible 
ground for themſelves in the Goſpel ; and when 'tis ſaid, the reaſon of 
it is, becauſe there was no Chriſtian Magiſtrate till long after, and ſo 
little mention is made of his Authority in theſe things, there is no- 
thing (aid that can be any way ſatisfaCtory ; becauſe what power ſoever 
aay (hall exerciſe in or over the Goſpel- Church to the end of the world, 
muſt have its riſe and derivation from what was then eſtabliſhed by 
Chiiſt and his Apoſtles, However they are ſure of a popular accep- 
tance: 

Firſt, Becaufe they bring us to a viſible Jadge, and a humane cer- 
tainty, Which moſt men had rather be at, than a labourious enquiry - 
afrer divine Truth, in the way God hath revealed it in the Sctip- 
tures. 
>. And, ſecondly, Becauſe they are poſitions, that land us in a very ſafe 
harbour, and free us from any danger of ſuffering abour thoſe things; 
be that thinks it his duty to be always of the Mag:ſtrates Religion, is ſo 
ſecured in that duty, that no Religion can poſſibly ever burt him; and 
who ever thinks the Mag:trate is Gods ſubſtitute, to determine all 
matters of Religion, as he pleaſeth, muſt needs. think ic a duty to be 
of his mind, | | 

The ſecond. Extream about the CAagi/trates Power, is. in 2ffert- 
ing the Magiſtrate to have ample concerns about Religion, and a power 
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ſufficient entruſted to him ; - bur the-manner in which it is to be exer.- 
Ciſed, is ina punRual ſubſerviency to the Church ; that is, they are to 
determine, and he is to execute ; they are to be his eye, and he is to be 
their hand : As the firſt Extream debaſeth the Church, and all Eccle- 
faſtical power undet the CAMagitrates feer, and. makes him the ſole 
Lord of all ; ſo this in another, extream makes the Magiſtrate a Slave 
to the Church : this is an unreaſonable Impofition upon him,and oives 
him lels liberty than each private Chriſtian ought to have, to obliege 
him to put a civil San&tion, and execute by his Authority, whatever the 
Church:decrees, whetherhe judge ut to be right or no; this is only to 
make him a Sord-berer to the Clergy : This 1s the great Engine, by 
which the Church of Rome has inſlaved ſo-much of the World ; Ant;- 
chriſt could never have been ſettled in his throne, if Kingdoms had not 
thus given up their poier to him. How (hamefully upon this pretence, 
that the Civil power' muſt be ſubje to the Ecclehaftical, have the 
Popes of Kome brought Kings and Emperours , not m_ to employ 
their power as they ' pleaſed, but to ſuffer all the ſcorns and indignities 
from them imaginable > The ſtory of whar Hildebrand did to the Em- 
pzrour Henry, and many others do abundantly thew this. The truth is, 
the carnal Conjun&ion of the Temporal Power with the Spiritual, is 
that which has made all Ecclefaſtical Regiment odious and unſavoury 
in the noſtcils of the world in all Ages, and hath had no other effec; but 
to enable the Clergy, under a pretext of the power of the Goſpel, to 
trample ( by the power of the World) mankind under their feet, That 
the Civil Magiſtrate ought not to employ his power inſach-a ſub. 
ordination, let theſe things bz confidered : | 

Firſt, This is to ſuppoſe, erther an inſufficiency in that Spiritual 
Power which Chriſt did at firſt leave in his Church, or elſe that he fails 
in that Promiſe of being with rhens to the end of the world, and continuing 
his Preſence, to make his Laws effeRual,for the end they are intended: 
Chriſt hath appointed the means of Converting men to the Goſpel, to 
be the preaching of it to them : If you will compel men by the Civil 
power to become converts, it plainly intimates, we judge Chrifts wa 
inſufficient, and uſe the other as what we judge a better, As Chile 
hath appointed Preaching the Goſpel, as the gieat means to bring men 
into the Church ; ſo he hatt/appointed Excommunication, a5 the great 
means to caſt offenders out of the Church; and foice is 25 unreaſonable 
in the one, as in the other, The-ottward advantages a man has by be- 
coming a Chriſtian, lyes in the enjoyment of all Chiilts Inſtitutions; 
andthe puniſhment of. all Goſpel crimes, lyes in being Gaſt our from 
thoſe priviledges; and undergoing the weight that Chriſt ſhall lay upon 
| the 
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the Conſcience thereby, When a-perſonis excommunictted, to deli. 
ver him over to the Temporal power, to be corporally puniſhed, muſt 
either be, becauſe we think Chrilts puniſhment in that caſe,nor enough; 
or elſe becauſe our own animoſity prompts us to go farther, C bryſoſlow 
Serm, de Anathew, hath a pious and prudent ſaying, Dogmata imia, & 

que ab Hereticis profetta ſunt, arguere & Anathematizare opertet, hom. 

nmbus ant wn parcendum, & fro ſalute eorum orandum : that is, we muſt 

confure, and pronounce Anathema to the wicked opinions of Hereticks, 
but we muſt ſpare their Perſons, and pray for their Salvation, 

Secondly, This way aJters the manner of Chriſts rule under the Go- 
ſpel, which is in the Spirits and Conſciences of men; *Tis much of 

h:ifts glory to rule his SubjeRts under the Goſpel, | by a Spiritual po- 
wer ; *tis that power makes a man a Chriſtian; *cns that power in all 
Goſpel Inſtitutions, that keeps men in their due obedience unto Chrift, 
and 'tis that power carries the ſting of the puniſhment, when men are 
caſt out of the Church; 'tis indeed that power does all under the Goſ- 
pel; and to bring in the Temporal Sword, is to make the weapons of the 
Goſpel, not mighty through God, -but mighty through the Magiſtrates 
power, and wholly to alter the nature of the Goſpel, and all ics Infti- 
tutions ; *tis to arm the Church with Weapons Chriſt never gave her, 
and to make her a Military, rather than a Spiritual Society, 

Thirdly, Suppoſe but this truth, That all Churches,even the pure(t, 
are in the execution of Chriſts Laws, fallible and 1lyable to miſtake ; this 
Dotrine hath a marvellous tendency to bring the Magiſtrate under 
oreat tranſyrefſion, & each Chriſtian under a poſſibility of ſuch bondage, 
as the Goſpel no where impoſes on him:If a man be unjuſtly caſt our of 
a Church, and the Magiſtrate proceeds againſt him, he executes an c- 
vil Sentence, and does 1t blindfold, being by this Do&trine an Officer 
no way competent, nor in any capacity-to make a judgement of the 
truth, or error of it, and ſo cannot poſſibly eſcape a great fin. A Chri- 
ſian unduly caft out of a Church, hath this ſecurity againſt ſuch a pro=- 
ceeding, that Chriſt will never ratific it vpon his Conſcience ; but by 
this manner of execution, he is ſure, whether the Sentence be right or 
no, to fall under 25 heavy an outward ſuffering, as the Arg:ftrates 
Sward can inflitupon him. And by this means ic will come to paſs, 
that men (hall bz more dangerouſly concerned, in their lives & eſtates, 
by being in the Church, then by being Members of any Society what- 
ſzever, 

The Third Extream in this matter, lyes amongſt thoſe, who ſay, That 
the Magiſtrate hath nothing at alt to do about Religion: This lyes very 
wide from truth, and cannot in ſuch a general Pofition be made good, if 

we 
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we conſider : Firſt, that every man in the World, as he is a Creature; 
and a Subje& to the great God, is bound in his Station, and in Gods 
Way, to promote his honour, and to endeavour that his Will may be 
done in the World ; it would be ſtrange that the Magiſtrate, why is his 
chief Officer, ſhould be no way concerned to ſee the Laws,which God 

ives the World, put in execution, by the Perſons, and in the manner 
he hath appointed it ; 'tis not to be imagined,that he that hath the com- 
plicated relation of a Chriſtian, and a Magiſtrate to others, ſhould have 
no care relative to their Spiritual good, twere to ſay the Magiſtrate 
muſt not do that which every man elſe in the World is bound to 
do, l 

Secondly, God never fince the world began, truſted any with the 
care of mens bodies, but he entruſted them likewiſe with ſome care of 
their ſouls: If we look over all the Natural and Moral Relations in 
the world, ſuch as Parents, Maſters, Generals of Armies,we (hall ever 
find itſo + Men are to be ruled over as Creatures, that bave immortal 
ſouls to be chiefly cared for, and they are to be ruled over as ſuch who 
have a ſpecial relation to God, and a homage to pay him, above all the 
reſt of the world; a rule over men Without ſome reſpe& to this,would 
denominate Mankind into Brutes, 

Thirdly, To ſay the Magiſtrate bath nothing to do about Religion, is 
to deny what hath been practiſed by the Light of Nature before the 
Lai, was practiſed under the Law ſuitable to that diſpenſation, and 
both commanded, and commended, and is to be praftiſed under the 
Goſpel, ſutable to this diſpenſation, and is foretold as a bleſſing ſo to 
be,and infa& bath been ſo ever fince there hath been a Magiſtrate Chri= 
tian in the World. | 

Having thus conſidered theſe hurtful extreams about the Magiſtrates 
Power, the laſt thing to come under. confaderation, will be the due 
bounds of a Magiſtrates Power under the Goſpel, that is, bow far a Ma« 
viſtrate, being Chriſtian, may improvedly exerciſe his natural power for 
the advantage and benefit of the Goſpel,and wherein he ſtands bound- 
ed and obliged not to proceed ; the preſerving a right ſtate whereof, 
through the torrent of theſe Extreams, will be of fingular moment to 
the matter in hand. 

We have ſeen that the power of a Heathen and a Chiiſtian Magi- 
Krate differs nothing at all in kind; a Heathen Magiſtrate hath the ſame 
right, andis bound to do as much in Religion as a Chriſtian, onely the 
one having more knowledge of God and his Mind, is bound impro- 
vedly to exerciſe his power accordingly : the firit thing a Chriſtian Ma- 
giltrate Rands bound to do for the- good cf Religion, is to _—_ on 
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Churches all negative good.; that. is, to remove ail Oppreſſion from 
them, and all things that da any way hinder them to enjoy the Inſtitu- 
tions of Chbrit, He is to give them reſt, that they may be edified, and 
walk in the comforts of the Holy Ghoſtyz and lead quiet and peaceable 
lives, in all godlineſs and hopeſty : This, as 'tis a ſpecial bleſſing the 
Church does not often enjoy, ſo 'cis one chief part of that benefit 
it receives by Chriſtian Rulers: And this the Light of Nature will 
eafily guide a Mag:ſtrate to do for any Religion, of the truth of which 
he is perſwaded, In the Affirmative, he is not only to ſee that the Go- 
ſpel be preached, and all under him fully inſtruRed in the truths there- 
of ; to unite all Chriſtzaxs, and as much as in him lyes, preſerve PCace 
in the Church, to encourage thoſe, he finds moſt zealous, conſtant, and 
fincere in the profeſſion of the Goſpel, and by his own example to lead 
forth his Sabjeats in all ſound Orthodox Profeſſion and Practice : But 
to comprehend all in one, He is to endeavour in a Goſpel-way, to ſee 
all the Laws of Chr:ſ# put in execution, and as mfich as in him lyes, ſee 
his Will done'in the World ; he is ſo far from being bound to execute, 
only what the Church will have him, that. he is to over-ſee their pI0- 
ceedipgs, and to take care, as Chrifts chief Officer in the World, that 
all things in the Church be duly, and according to Chwſts appointment 
adminittred, The Apoſtles words are general and full, Let every ſou! 
be ſubjeft to the bigher Powers : Whereſoever the higheſt power is, it mutt 
needs be ſo, unle(s you will have a higheſt, and a higheſt, which will 
breed inevitable confuſion;the Civil power bidding a man do one thing, 
and the.Eccleſiaſtical another, it hath ever in fa&t bzen (0; but under 
the Roman Church, where the Emperours were made believe, that *cv2s 
the highelt piece of Religion, voluntarily to yield up their Power to the 

Church, and ſubmit to her direCtion for the ule of it, which at firlt they 
confeſled, was inherent in the Emperours, and not in the Charch, Be- 
fore the Law, not ovly the Power, but the Exerciſe of the Priefihood 
it (elf, naturally fell into the Magiſtrate : * was fo in Noth, in Abra- 
ham, and in Melchiſedeck, who was a King, and a Pri:(t, *Twas (© in 
Moſes, the Regal and Sacerdotal poiver were both in him, till they were 
by God divided between bim and Azron ; ever (ince which time, the 
Exerciſes of Magiſtracy and Miniſtry have ben, and are to be diltinct. 

' [was (0 likewvile amongit che Heathens, Homer tells us of Princes and 
Heroes, that Sactificed and performed the Worſhip to the Gods, In 
Rome 'ewas manifelily ſo, the fiſt Roman Kings did the like, Since 
Magiſtracy and Miniſtry has been diſtiacly exerciſed, it:lLthe loſpecti- 

03 and Regulation of Religion, andthe hee: Eccletiaical, have bin 
in the Magiſtrate, Under ag tvaſplainly ſo. Under the Goſpel 
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fo ſoon as there was a Chriſtian Magiſtrate that could exerciſe ſuch a 
Power, we finditſo, The Right was the ſame in the Heathen powers 
( which happily was the ground of Paul's Appeal unto Ceſar) though 
they could not thenexerciſc ir,-There is nothing more plain, than that 
there may be a Right, where there is not an Ability to exerciſe it, Con- 
ftantine and the Chriſtian Emperonrs, till the Church of Rome had cheated 
them into SubjeRion, took upon them the care and over-fight of all 
Religious things, and to ſee all Laws executed, Conſtantine uſed to call 
himſelf, The general Biſhop, to take care that all things were duly per- 
ſortned in the Church, Amongſt our ſelves we reap the Advantage 
of our Kings and Princes Care, and Concern, in that enjoyment we 
ha've of the Proteſtant Religion, This thews the great weakneſs on the 
one hand, of ſuch who ſay, the Magiſtrate hath nothing to do in Religion ; 
and the perfeR miſtake of thoſe on the other hand, who would have the 
* Magiſtrate wholly Subgrdinate to the Church, and the third extream in 
thoſe, who would place the Magiſtrate in ſo ſupream 4 Power, as upon the 
watter, to do what be pleaſeth ; will be ſufficiently enervated, if we con- 
fider, That as the Magiſtrate is to ſee that executed, that Chr;#F hath 
appointed in Religion; ſo he is to bring in nothing of his own, he is 
punQually tye@ up, neither to add, nor diminiſh, neither in the mat- 
ter, nor the manner ; his buſineſs is toſee Laws executed, not to make 
Laws, nor change Laws ; Chriſt has no where granted any ſuch Com. 
miſſion, either to the Magiſtrate, or any elſe upon earth; and therefore 
we come to right ſtate of the Mag:ſtrates Power, when we conſider 
him, as Gods chief Officer in the World, direed by the Light of Na- 
ture, as well aS otherwiſe, to ſee that which God reveals to be his Will, 
put in execution ; and that which comes particularly to the preſent mat- 
rer in hand, That be do it under the Goſpel in the manner Chriſt bath ap, 
pointed : The manner Chriſt hath appointed being as politively obliging 
as the matter ; and therefore the Temporal Sword, when 'tis uſed by 
Magiſtrates in the Concerns of the Goſpel, is the Dead Fly, that cor- 
rupts all their otherwiſe very laudable endeavours. Nor need it ſeem 
firange, that a Magiſtrate ſhould have the care and over-fght of thar, 
wherein he is not to uſe the Temporal power ; as he is to endeavour to 
ſee that done by others under the Goſpel, (as the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, and the like ) which he is not to do in his own perſon; ſo 
he is to ſee that done by the Spiritual means Chriſt hath appointed for 

it, Which be is by no means to force the doing of by the Temporal po- 

wer, He that thinks the Mag:ſtrate cannot be uſeful to the Charch with- 
out the Temporal power, may with as good reaſon ſay, that all other 

powers in the Church are uſeleſs where there is not the Temporal Sword 
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to execute them, All Societies of men are under the Regulation of the 
higheſt power, bat yet may a&, and ought todo ſo, by diflin& and pro- 
per Wayes, and by means ſuitable to each, A Colledge,of Phyſicians in 
a State, are under the Regulament of the higheſt power; and yet it 
were very abſurd to force them to give Phyſick, as a thing init ſelf both 
unnatural and unreaſonable, The caſe is much more ſo in the Church, 
nor can any Inſtance fully reach it, becauſe the Charch is a diftin&t 
thing of it ſelf, and hath powers proper and peculiar to it, in which it 
is ſo complear, that it can ſubſilt without the Magiſtrate, as it did in the 
Primitive times, The Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Power, are things perfeR- 
ly in themſelves diſtin, and ought in their Exerciſe to be kept ſo. 
The higheſt Power governs men as men by the Temporal Sword, but as 
Chriſtians by the Spiritual, and by ſeeing all things done in Religion by 
thoſe Spiritual means Chr:ft hath appointed; all which means he may 
make uſe of, though exerciſed by other hands than his own ; and ill in 
a ſubordination to him, as Chrifts chief Officer in the World, who hath 
the charge incumbent upon him, to ſee all that Chr;/ft hath commanded 
duly put in execution ; and according to the revelation God hath made 
of his blefſed Mind unto him, he is to endeavour by due and proper 
Goſpel-means to bring all his Subjzes to a cloſure with it, and a fin- 
cere and real acceptance of ſuch Truths. But the Magiſtrate himſelf, 
with the power proper to him, which is the Temporal, is not immediate- 
ly to at any thing in the Chwrch ; what he does,is in a Collateral way; 
that were'to bring a new Ofticer into the Charch, and a Power new and 
forreign to execute the Goſpel, contrary to Nature, and totally, de- 
frucive to the Being of it. The CMayiſtratebath wayes, ſuch as 
Chriſt thought ſufhcient, to p:omote the good of Religion, and propagate 
the growth of the Goſpel, without drawing the Civil Sword,which will 
make no more impreſſion in Spiritual Concerns, than it will do upon a 
Ghoſt, that hath no real body. In the execution of thoſe he ought to 
acquieſce, but if not content therewith, he will uſe the Civil power to 
force men to Believe and Worſhip according to his Light, and will 
take Offenders in the Chxrch, and puniſh them by his Temporal power; 
What is this but to Lord it over Gods heritagezand to make the Goſpel- 
Church, and being a Member of it, a thing of greater, outward, carnal 
fear, bondage, and ſubjeion to men, than ever the Laiv was? This 
uſe of the Temporal power, is the fting that wounds all Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and totally overthrows it. If the Magiſtrate, where I live, be 
an Arrian, a Sociman, ot in any (uth error, while he enforceth this, but 
io a Goſpel-way, and in Chriſts way of enforcing Truth, only by In- 
- iruRion and Perlwaſion ; this "_ not mortally wound me, this does 
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not Petere jugulum of my libzrty to keep to the Truth ; but ifhe come 
to eſtib!iſh it by the Civil Power, 2nd by that ſuppreſs all elſe aSerror, 
my liberty in a differing perſwaſion is totally gone, The admiting the 
Magiſtrate to-uſe the Temporal power in executing his judgment about 
Religion, hurties every man out of the world that 1s not of his mind: 
for whatſoever will make a man an Heretick, will bring a man to the 
S:ake, and every opinion, that is not the Magiſtrates,mult needs make 
a man ſo. If Chriſt have enjoyned the Temporal Poiver to be uſed, it 
mult have its utmoit effe&, not only upon Hereticks within, but much 
more upon thoſe xhat are Infidels without rhe Church, If the Magiſtrate 
be appointed to uſe ſuch a Poiver, he mult not tolerate any thing upon 
any terms, nor ex2mpt it ſram the laſh of that Power, Where will he 
find a Rule in ths Goſpel to bzar with ſome kind of Herefies, and not 
with others > He muſt not make ſubmitting toa Civil penalty, to com- 
penſate for an Herefie, unleſs Chriſt had appointed that as the puniſh- 
ment of it ; That's a ſelling of fin, and making a bargain for iniquity, 
for his own advantage and profit, That therefore which the Magiſtrate 
under the Goſpel may not do ( and without him I am ſure the Church 
cannot do) in which Negative reſtraint upon him, all liberty of Con- 
fctence is comprehended, and the freedom Chriſt hath ſo dearly and 
fully purchaſed, compriſed ; and which is chiefly intended to be made 
200d by this Diſcoarſe,; (hall be declar:d in this following Poſitron ; 


Which is : 


That no Prince, nor State, ought by force to compel men, 
to any part of the DoFrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline of 
the Goſpel. 


The proof of which (hall lye in the Reaſons following. Firſt, 'Tis 
a thing agaiaſt the light of Nature ſorodo; and if the Magiſtrates 
Powet be grounded in the light of Nature, then to do a thing againſt 
that light of Nature, muſt needs be very Heterogeneal, and wholly out 
of his compaſs ; it muſt needs be againſt the common light and reaſon 
of mankind, to force me to b2lieve a thing wholly out of the compaſs 
of my knowledge and capacity, and which Nature reveals not to me. 
Such are all Goſpel-truths, they are not like the matters of the Moral 
Law, but they are things purely Suptrnatural, and of divine Revelati- 
on ; ſuch things as from the beginning of the world, eye hath not ſeen, 


nor ear heard, nor-ever entered into apy mans heart to Conceive of : . 


Theſe 
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Theſe things the ApoRle ci C2, I alone; : A man with all 
the endowments of Nature diſcerneth not, becauſe they are only Spiritual« 
ly diſcerned. No man can call Jeſus the Chritt, but by the Holy Ghc ; 
Will you puniſh a man for not having the Holy Ghoſt ? That 18 no Way 
in his power to get, but is like the wind, that blowerh-where and when 
it liſts. Tis a (trange contradiction to our common, reaſon, to force 
men about things wholly unknown to them;and out of their own power. 
If force ſhould be uſed at any time, it ſhould bz to bring men from Pa- 
ganiſms to Chriſtianity, for without that we cannot be ſaved ; but when 
once Chriſtians, we may be ſaved under different apprehenfions ; And 
yet 've may not force a man to be a Chriſtian : Firſt, becauſe 'rtis unlaw- 
ful ; And Secondly, b:cauſe 'tis impoſſible, 'Tis not lawful, becauſe 
'cis not Chriſts way of making Chriſtians, nor a means by him appointed 
for that purpoſe, Secondly, 'Tis impoſſible, becauſe force upon men 
will never beget, or change Principles or Opinions. And as ie ſhould 
not force men at the firit ro the Goſpel, becauſe till God reveals it, we 
are Wholly ignorant of it : So we ſhould not force men, that are under 
the Goſpel, to any thing they believe not z for they ate as great (tran- 
oers ſill to every farther attainment of knowledge in the Goſpel, till 
God pleaſe to reveal it,as they were at firit to the whole; and therefore 
the Apokile calls us to patience in theſe things, one with another, till God 
pleaſe to reveal himſelf, The light of Nature muſt needs condemn that 
practice, foranother, to force me about ſuch things, wherein my own 
eternal good or ill is only concerned ; where it is not to be imagined, 
that Ecan have anyaim, but my own Salvation, and can hurt none by 
my Belief, but my ſelf, When I have uſed rational ſutable means to 
inform another, I ought to acquieſce, it being not a ſuppohtion to be 
made, that a man would willingly deſign that which he knows will be 
his own ruine,and Which will-hurt no body but himſelf. He that forceth 
me to a Religion, makes me hate it, and makes me think, there wants 
r2aſon, and other evidence to evince it, Nature abhors compulfion in 
R:ligious things, as a ſpiritual rape upon the Conſcience. No man by 
the light of Nacute was ever angry With another, for not quitting his 
Conſcience, till his judgment was ſutably informed, bzcauſe every 
man finds ic an impaoſſhbility in himſelf ſo to do, That which ſome ſay, 
T hat though we may not force men to believe, Jet men may be forced tothe 
outward means of velieving, 18 very little to the purpoſe ; For if by out- 
ward means they mean a bare outward act, diltint from any Religious 
Worſhip, no doubt Superiours may command it : But if they mean any 
Religious means, 1f the means be ſuch, as my Conſcience 1s not ſa. 
tisfied in, I ought not to be forced toit; if it be ſuch, as I am (a_ 
tiSieg 
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tisfied in, force is altogether needic(s, and it belongs not to this Diſ- 
courſe. 

Secondly, To uſe force in Religton, is wholly unlawful inany band 
whatever, becauſe *tisno means appointed by Chrif to bring about any 
Goſpel end ;* For the Magiſtrate to enforce the Laws of the Goſpel by 
Temporal power, or compel men into the Goſpel by ſuch a power, is 
to a& without the leaſt precept or przfident, and to induce an Engine 
ro execute the Goſpel, contrary to the nature of -Chr;fts Kingdom 
( which is not of this world ) and contrary to the nature of all Goſpel. 
Inſticutions. The Magiſtrate as be ſhould be careful to ſee the Goſpel 
put in execution ; ſo it the manner,Chrift in his wiſdom hath appointed 
for the doing of it, Which is by his own Inſtitutions, & his own inviſible. 
pviver operating and working with them : The great rule of the Goſpel, 
1s a rule of the Spirit in the band of Chriſt as Mediator ; and *cis a rule 
in the hearts and ſpirits of men: and to ſet up a rule by any humane 
power, over any part of the Goſpel, is highly to derogate from that 
mediatory dominion of- Chriſt; Nay, to uſe force, is not only to a& 
without, but againſt the declared mind of Chr:ſ#, Does not Pax! poli- 
tively deliver this > That the weapons of the Goſpel are not carnal, but ſþi- 
ritual, and mighty through God. Tis not Faggots and Halters, but,Spi- 
ritual means, by which men are both to be brought in, and caſt out of 
the Goſpel-Church. *'Tis Hearing, and not Forcing, by which Faith is 
wrought, The Sword of the Spirit is the wezp6n by which Chriſt 
does all, yea, by which he will deſtroy Antichriſt, the greateſt Goſpel. 
enemy the world hath prodiiced. Among all the Arguments, that are 
brought to prove the compulſatory power of the Magiſtrate under the 
Goſpel, the greateſt weight is laid upon the pratice of the Kings"of 
Iſrael and Fudahb, and what they did under the Law in compelling men 
to the Worſhip of God then eftabliſhed-: In the due conſideration 
whereof, we ſhall find the truth in hand no way invalidated, and that 
what was then done by the Kings of 1/rael and Fudab, cannot reaſonably 
be made a rule to Magiſtrates now under the Goſpel, and that the A- 
nalogy willno way hold, may be made appear, both from the different 
Ration and poſture thoſe Kings were in, from all Magiſtrates now, and 
alſo from the different condition of the Church then and now, and 'ma- 
ny circumſtances peculiarly relating to both. Firſt, The Worſhip and 
Policy of the Fews, being in it ſelf Typical, and repreſentative of what 
was to come hereafter ; their Government was likewiſe ſo, andin their 
Kings very eminently : That David and Solomons did very plainly ih the 
Type repreſent the Kingly dominion of Chriſt, none will deny ; and 
'cis a8 plain, that the very Throne of David it ſelf, upon which the (c- 
ceeding 
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ſeeding Kings of Judab (ate, was likewiſe ſo, there being that Propheſic 
long before, That the Scepter ſhowld not depart from Judah, »ntil Shiloe * 
came ; and therefore the power David and So/omon, and the ſucceeding 
Kings of Judab ( for amongſt the Kings of 1ſrael, after Solomon, we find 
not one concerned far the true Worſhipof God ) who were of the li- 
neage of Navid, exerciſed, had a peculiarity in it, that is not applicable 
to any Magiſtrate now, 4 

Secondly, God was pleaſed in thoſe times, upon all eminent occaſi- 
ons of Reformation in his Worſhip, and proceedings of that nature, to 
ſend Prophets to declare his pofitive mind, and to put an end to all 
doubts, that could- be. about ſuch things ; nay, ſome of the King + 
themſelves were Prophets immediately inſpired,and did not only take 
care of the Worſhip eſtabliſhed by Moſes, but did themſelves by divine 
Authority, bring in things of a new Inſtitution, into the Worſhip of 
God; this David did,and Solomon, in bripging Muſick into the Temple, 
and ſettling the courſes of the Priefts, and were divinely inſpired to 
write part of the Holy Scriptures. No Magiſtrates now can pretend 
to gny ſuch power in themſelves, nor have they any ſuch extraordinary 
direion to guide them, but are punRually obliged to whatever Chriſt 
hath revealed in the Goſpel ; and therefore in this reſpe& the Analogy 
no way holds good. 

Thirdly, The Rate of the Few:ſh Church, and Common-wealth was 
ſuch, as wholly differ'd them from all others, fince that was a Church 
and a State in the very conſtitution of them mixed together ; none 
could be brought into one,but he was a member of the other ; nor could 
a mande calt out of the Chrch, but he was thereby caſt out of the State; 
to be outlaived, and excommunicated, was there among the Jews the 
ſame thing. Grotixs expreſſeth it well ; At that time ( aith he ) the 
Wiſdom in Divine and Humane Law was not divided; and he proves it by 
this, As the Magiſtrate did intermeddle in Church Afﬀairs, ſothe Prieſt did 
intermedle 3n Croil things : For ( ſaith he ) the Prieſt was @ Fudge, aud did 
not only give ment in Sacred, but in Civil «Affairs, being the beſt In- 
terpretey of the whole Law, And ſaith the ſame Grotins tarther, That the 
Prieſt had Magiſtracy; this alone may prove in the 1 zth of Dext, an” 
=_ 8. That be « to die, who obeys not the Command of the Prieſk, *'Ti 
mot clearalſo, That E1i was chief Prieſt in /ſrae!, and chief Judge it. 
Shilee, 'Tis not any way to be avoided, bat that the Civil and Eccle. 
fiaſtical power lay then interchangeably mixed ; and with as equal rea- 
ſon may we bring Magiſtracy into the Miniſterial power of the Goſpel, 
from what the Prieſts then exerciſed, and their example, as to- bring 


ſuch a power in Religion into the Magiſtrates under the Goſpel, fray 
the 
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. the parallel of. what thoſe Kings did then, Beſides, the Magiftratical 

power was ſo abſolutely neceſlary to the Jewiſh Church-Policy, ſo mix- 
ed, that it could not be upheld without it, the very Municipal Law 
of the Nation was their Religion : He that vas Chief in the State, muſt 
needs bz Head of the Church, They were a Holy People, living in a 
Holy Land, appointed to Worſhip in one Holy City, and in one Holy 
place of that City, and to offer upon one Altar in that Holy place. The 
Church of the Goſpel is totally of another nature, perfectly diſtin& 
from the Civil State, can well ſubfſt'wichout a relation to it, and is no 
way intermixed in its Concerns with it ; And therefore to ſay all Magi- 
rates now, muſt do as thoſe did, that govern'd ſuch a mixed, compli- 


cated Church and State in one, carries no proportion at all of reaſon or | 


equity init; more then if a man ſhould argue from a Par ratzo, that 
what Moſes did at firſt among the Fews (who was King in Feſhwron) that 
Kings may now do among Chriſtians under the Goſpel. 

Laſtly, What was then done, was by Gods Command, and vas in a 
way ſutable to the frame, and Rate -of the Church the Fews were im- 
bodied in, and lay chiefly in bringing men from Idolatry to the Wor- 
ſhip- of the true God ; (for in differences between Sect and Sect a- 
mon2(t themſelves, there was nothing, that we find, dont at any time, 
they continued till our Saviours time;) and putting ſach a kind of Wor- 
ſhip in execution, as lay in outward carnal Services, and as in every 
minute particular, exa&tly ſet down, and determined. Fitſt, The tate 
of the Goſpel-Church now,-is wholly differing from what that was, and 
is ſettled upon clear other grounds and principles, Secondly, Here is 
no command in the Goſpel for the Magiſtrate to do any thing of thac 
nature,, Thirdly, Let itbe granted as truth, that in parity of reaſon, 
b:cauſe Magiſtretes were appointed to take care of Religion then, they 
are to do ſo ſtil}, it muſt of neceſſity be granted alſo, that they muſt do 
it by the m=ans appointed by Chriff under the Goſpel, as they did here- 
tofore, by thoſe God appointed under the Law. Ir is an Inference very 
infirm, That becauſe the Kings of /ſrae/ and Judiab cqmpelled men by 
Go34s own appointment, to acknowledge the true God and forſake Ido- 
latry, therefore Magiſtrates now may not only without,, butagainkt 
Chriſts commands, and the whole tenor of the Nzw Teſtament, com- 
pel men to the Spiritual Belief and Worſhip of the Goſpel, The truth 
is, the Civil power of the Magiſtrate is no means of Chr;fts appointing, 
for the carrying on of the' Goſpel ; the Goſpel 1n the very nature of it, 
carries ab Antipathy init to alloutward force; Inſtead of all the tem. 
poral promiſes, atid corporal puniſhments under the Law, Chriſt makes 
this Declaration, He that belzeves ſhall be ſaved, and br that believes not, 
ſbat 
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ſhall be damned ; That's the language of the Goſpel ; Chriſt ſets Hell 
and Wrath to come before men, and by his Spirit working upon, and 
convincing the Conſcience, works more admirable effets upon men 
that way, than all the outward puniſhments in the World could ever 
bring about ; The Word of Chriſt is quick, and Joan and ſharper than 
any two-edged Sword ; and can divide between the Soul and the Spirit, the 
Fonts and the Marrow,and ts a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
Heart, We have in the Hebrews,a very perfeR account of Gods deal. 
ing with men under the Law, and now under the Goſpel, and the plain 
difference in the manner of the one and the other, Heb, x0. 28, 29. 

He that deſpiſed the Law of Moſes, died without mercy, under twoor three 
Witneſſes : Of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought 
worthy, who hath troden under-foot the Son of God, and hath connted the 
blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, and done deſpite wnto the $ pirit of 
Grace? Here is the higheſt offence imaginable againſt the Goſpel; and 
the puniſhment, as 'ris clear in the next Verſes, is nor Corporal, but 
Spiritual, and Eternal, and to fall into the hands of the living God 
himſelf to execute it, He that broke Aoſes Law, fell but into the hand 
of man, and ſuffered corporal death ; but this offence under the Go- 
ſpel brings a man to fall into the Hand of God for eternal death ; This 
ſorer puniſhment he ſpeaks of, cannot be outward or corporal for there 

can be no ſorer puniſhment of that kind, than what was aflited under 

Moſes's Lav, to puta man to death ; and therefore he ſpeaks of ano- 

ther puniſhment 1n the nature of it, So P:ſcatoy upon the place (Gra- 

viori ſupplicio ſcrlicet Eterno)) the Supream puniſhment under the Lai, 

was inflicted by Moſes upon the Body, ſutable to that outward ate of 
things ; that ſorer puniſhment for offences under the Goſpel, accord- 

ing to the nature of it, is inflited by God himſelf upon the Soul cter- 

nally ; and ſo the kinds of the puniſhments under the Law and the Go- 

ſpel, ſutable to the offences relating to each, are here clearly diſtin. 

ouiſhed. 

” Thoſe Scriptures that are uſually urged out of the New Teſtament, 

to jullifie compulſion in the Magiſtrate, and corporal puniſhment for 

Spiritual offences, ate of ſo little cogency, and io apparently wreſted 

from their native ſenſe, that every eye may (if vnprejudiced) per- 

ceiveit. 1mwill inſtance in two or three of thoſe, chiefly infited on by 

Mr. Prinze, and thoſe who earnefily contend that way, Aranias and 

Saphira were ſtruck with death by Peter : therefore co: poral puniſhment 

is to be inflicted under the Goſpel, Who is there that does nor {ee that 

whole buſineſs to be miraculous and extraordinary, as the healing the 

lame and the blind was. Full, hs — is Wholly extraordi- 

Daly ; 
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nary ; and Secondly, tbe ground vf it ſo :: For it was uþon's. judgtient 
paſled on Hypoctifie and evil latent in'the heart. However,if we will 
continue that power to any-now;, we muſt (T hope) detive it tothe 
Church, and not to the Magiſtrate, Another Scripture earneſtly urgs 
ed, is that of our Saviour in the 19th of Zuke, and verſe 27, But thoſe 
wine Enemies, which would not that 1 ſhould rargu over them, bring them 
hither, and ſlay thers before me. This ſpeech relates to the Parable be- 
fore, which is of a Noble-man going into a far Country, to receive x 
Kingdom, and to return, and then to take an account of all his Ser- 
vants, What they had done 1n his abſence, What can be more clear, 
than that this Parable is ſpoken to ſer forth Chiiſts Aſcenfion into 
Heaven, and his Return to Judgment, in the end of the world ? 
And this place is a clzar Prophetick expreſſion of that Judgment Chriſt 
will then execute apon his Enemies both Jews and Gentiles, The words 
of Calvinupon this place are very expreſs this way, and indeed tis not 
poſſible to interpret it any other ; His words are theſe, I» this ſecond 
Part he ſeemeth ſpecially to reprove the Jews, yet he toucheth all, which in 
the abſence of the Maſter, do bend themſelves to fall away. And Chriſt pur- 
poſed not only to terrifie ſuch with dexouncing of horrible vengeance ; but alſo 
to keep his in faithful Obedience, For it us nolight temptation to ſee the 
Kingdom of God ſhaken by the fa:thleſinefs of many. Ihtrefore that we might 
remain quiet amongſt ſo many tumuliuom ſtirrs, Chrilt ſaich, 7 hat ke will 
come again, and will be revenged, at bus coming, of that ungodly falling 4 
Way, 
Rebar Scripture preſſed to ſerve for the proof of this, is that with, 
not command of Paxls, in the 5th of the Ga'athians, verſ. 12, [would 
they were even cut off that trouble you, This makes as little for the pur- 
pole as the other. Some amongſt the Galathians, bighly prefled the ob- 
lervation of the Few//þ Worſhip upon them, in Cucumcifion, and 0+ 
other things ; the Apoſtle beſpeaks them to a Goſpel-puniſhment, in 
the Jewiſh language ; Caſting out under the Goſpe/,comes in the room of 
cutting off under the Law ; the Apolile means a Goſpel-rejeRion, un- 
der the Jewiſh terms of cutting off, which was oppohitely expreſſed to 
thoſe that preſſed the obſervance of the Law. So Beza upon the place. 
Paulus ad pelicule ſeftionem alludit, quam pſi urgebant. Anda little af- 
ter, Poſſumus iſtud de excummunicatione ſimpliciter intelligere, qualts fmit 
14a Inceſinoſs Corinthii, Nothing is more uſual, than to exprets Goſpel- 
matter$in the Typical language of the Fewiſh Church, So the Saints 
are called Prieſts ; their Alms, Sacrifices; and we are bid to cat the 
Paſſeover, And fo in that famous place of our Saviour, Where he bids 
us, If en Offender refuſe to bear the Church, to connt bjm as an Heathen 
Was 
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man and a Publican, Tis nothing hs a Goſpel Precept expreſſed in the 
Jewiſh dialeQ, Of as little moment, or leſs if it may be, to the purpoſe 
10 hand, are the other Scriptures infitted on. Let the New Tettament 
be but fairly dealt with, and ſuffer'd to enjoy its own native ſenſe, and 
we (hall not find a ivord to countenance the execution of the Laws of 
the Goſpel by Temporal force, nor to infli& upon any man corporal 
puniſhment, for a Spiritual offence comnined in th Church, Our 
Saviour diretly tells PiKate | and Paul to Timothy calls it a good con. 
feflion] That his Kingdom ts not of this World , ( he means no doubt the 
Kingdom of the Goſpel)and therefore his Empire would no way invade 
Ceſars ; though the Fews told Pulate, If be let Chrift go, he was none of 
Czlar's friend, His meaning was, That his Kingdom, as Head of his 
Church, was Spiritual Kingdom, diſtin from the world : and that as 
God governed the world by the Temporal power, 1n the hand of the 
Magiltrate ; ſo Chriſt governs his Kingdom by the power of his Spirit, 
and by Officers and Inſtitutions wholly different and diſtin& from the 
wortd,and ſutable to ſich a dominion. Nothing hoce Chritlts Aſcenſi- 
on hath more diſturbed the Chriſtian World, or brought more diſorder 
into Religion, than mixing thoſe two Dominions in their diſtin p9- 
wers ; that of the World, and this of the Church together : *tis ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to keep theſe powers diflip& and ſeveral, The Ma- 
oiltrate will be moſt uſeful to the Church, by keeping the Civil pewzr 
in its due bounds ; and the Church will be moRt ſafe and ſecure in the 
uſe of its Spiritual weapons, Let the Sword of Juſtice govern in one, 
and the Sword of the Spititin the other, and men will be moſt happy in 
both, 

That the Laws made to puniſh Offenders corporally under the Teriſh 
Church, are not now to be executed without making our ſelves debtors 
to the whole Lav, ſufficiently appears. Toke an Inſtance in that Law 
about putting Idolaters ro death,where,if we copfider the circumſtances 
attending it, we ſhall find ir impofſible, nay uniavwful nov to be execu. 
ted : Wnoſoever tempred another to Idolatry, was not tobe conceal- 
ed, but the perſon tempted was obliged to kill him himſelf, wherher 
he were his Brother, Son, Wife, or whatever Relation 1t were, ' Inthe 
1.2 of Dent. verſe 9. Thon ſhalt ſurely kill bim, thy hand ſhafl be firit upon 
bim, and then the hand of all the people, and they ſhall tone him, And atcer- 
wards we find thete, whole Cities of Idolaters are to be'1azed to the 
oround, and their Children and Cattrel utterly deflxoyed, Theſe are 
Laws, that cannot be now executed under the GoſpetF; nay, they are 
forbidden ; for w2 arc hid to walk in Wiſdom to thoſe that are without, ts 
do gud to all men, and to give no offence,. neither to Jew wor Genre, 

E 2 Nay, 
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Nay, Believing Husbands and Wives, are bid to live with their Unbe- 
lieving Relations, in hopes to convert them. Who can ayoid, ſecing 
that theſe Pupiſhments, as well as the Promiſes, were Relative to that 
People, and that Rate of things, to preſerve them from the reſt of the 
world, and expired with the diſtinRion, Jew and Gentile, 

Thug I have endeavoured to oppoſe the Magiſtrates uſing the Civil 
Power to force Religion under the Goſpel, Firlt, Becauſe 'tis again(t 
the Light of Nature ; And Secondly, 'Tis not only without, but againſt 
the Command of the Goſpel ſo to do, Famous is that ſaying of T eral. 
lian to Scapula ; It appertaineth unto the Authority of the Law of Man, 
and Nature, that every man worſhip as he thinketh good ; and one mans Re- 
ligiox doth not hurt, nor profit another : neuther ts it any piece of Religion to 
3»force Religion, which muſt be undertaken by a man's own accord, and not 
through violence, So thought Tertulian antiently. So ſaith Laftantins, 


Who ſhall inforce me either to believe what 1 will not, or not to believe what I 


will So ſaith Caſidor, Religion cannot be forced, And Bernard hath an 
excellent ſaying to the ſame purpoſe, Faith # to be planted by perſwaſion, 
zot obtruded by violence, Bede tells us, That here in England, ſo ſoon as 
King Erhbelbert was Converted by Au#tin the MMoxk, he made a Lav, 
T hat none ſhould be compelled to Religion ; having underſtood that Chriſt's 
Service ought to be voluntary, and not compelled, 

A Third Reaſon againſt ufing force and compulſion about things un- 
der the Goſpel, is, Becauſe 'tis not adequate to the Malady ; for if the 
meaning be to make a man forſake Error, and embrace the Truth, *cis 
no Remedy ſutable to the Diſeaſe, nor will it ever reach ſuch a Diſtem- 
per,or effect ſuch a Cure, The Diſeaſe lyes in the Soul, & in the Under- 
ſtanding ; the compelling and puniſhing the Body will never help it ; 
the end will be wholly loſt : A man can nevet be forced to alter or em- 
brace an Opinion, he may deny it, or conceal it z But if he had ade- 
fre through fear, or other ſlaviſh conſiderations to do it, yet he can- 
not, and ſoa man is compelled to an impoſlibility, This uſually 
makes Hypocrites, and at laſt Atheiſts, but never makes a right Con. 
vert : ſo the Souls of men this way are endangered, the Devils In- 
rereſt promoted ; but neither the ſalvation of Souls, nor the honour of 
God, by enlarging Truth, any way furthered, He that uſeth no other 
Medium but force to me, makes a Lyon and a Maſtiff-Dog as capable 
of Converting me, and giving Laws to my Underſtanding, as he, We 
are bid to reſtore perſons fallen into error, by a ſpirit of meekyeſi, conſidering 
onr ſelves, letÞ we alſo be tempted. So Paul to Timothy, The Servant f the 
Lord wmauft not ſirive, but be gentle to all men, 1n meekneſs inſtruting thoſe, 


ihat oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will grug repemance, No man 
CVer 


EZ F 7 % F% Þ WY on nr Co on gs 


a © 


. (37) 
ever yet did any good to himſelf or others, by forcing a man again the 
Law of his own Light and Reaſon, How many that through fear and 
oppreſſion have gone againſt their Light, have repented openly, to the 
ſhame and diſgrace of thoſe, who violently obtruded Principles upon 
them, contrary to what was natively and properly their own, 

Take amonglt many, one famous inſtance recorded by Socrates in hig 
Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, The Emperor YValens, by threats and menaces 
to confiſcate and bani(h him, made E/u/imz Biſhop of Cyzicum turn Ar. 
#/4n, and approve the Decrees of the Council of Ariminum, The 
effect of it was, Elenuſius preſently fell into horror of Conſcience openly 
at Cyzicum recanting what he bad done, crying out of the Emperors un- 
juſt cruelty, and made all men loath ſuch a proceeding. A late Au- 
thor undertakes to juſtifie the uſe of force in Religion,from the Opini-. 
on of Saint Auſtin, whoſe Opinion at firſt, as 1s well known, was, 
That it was no way lawful to uſe force to men of differing Opinions in Religi« 
on, The retiaRkation of that, and the change of his mind, was occaii- 
oned by a particular accident at Hippo; and it may be, if we conſult all 
circumſtances, we ſhall find his lalt Opinion had more need of a re- 
tratation than his firſt ; and yet at laſt he is very poſitive againſt all 
capital puniſhment, his words are, Nulls tamen bonts, 'Tis a thing, 
ſayes be, that pleaſeth no good man, that any Heretick, ſhould be put to 
death, We may ſee by this, how men do curtail and enlarge theſe 
things, according to their intereſts and particular aft:Rions, and ſer 
bounds at «heir own pleaſure ; ſome are for one kind of temporal ſeve. 
rity, and ſome for another : and ſo when we leave the Scriptures, that 
oives no direRion for any, we loſe our ſelves, and wander as the fan- 
Cies and intereſts of men lead us, But the Authors words are theſe, 
Though force (faith he) will not remove the error, yet it may prevent its 
ſpreading; Though it do not take away the cauſe, yet it hinders moſt of the mif.. 
ebievons effetts, The miſchievous effeRs of an Opinion, is conſidered, ag 
itrelates to a man himſelf who is poſſeſſed with it, and as it relates to 0- 
tiers,'vho may be by him infeRed with it ; force doth in no wiſe hinder 
the ſpreading of an Opinion, forif a man be puniſhed for declaring to 
others what he thinks is right, and he thinks himſelf bound in Conſci. 
ence to declare ; others are more eaſily taken, and by his ſufferingg 
made more pleaſed with his Notion,and ſooner become his Proſelites;in 
the other caſe, he that forceth me to deny my pinoy, fins in doing it, bur 
I fin likewiſe, if I comply with him ; for ſuch miſchievous effeRs as re. 
late to the perſon himſelf poſſeſſed with an Opinion, it hindzrs them 
not at all, unleſs you can convert him by it; for it either confrrms 


him in one error, or leads him intoa worſe ; If he Rand it outy and ſys 
fer” 


> 


: ;) 

Fer, he will be the more rooted 1n his perſwaſion by it, and be apt to 
think want of Arguments brings men to Club-Laiv : If he comply a- 
eainlt his Light, be runs then into an apparent and certain evil that 
way. Bur the Author proceeds, and tells us, /n 4 little time it will re. 
move the cauſe of the error : That is to ſay, Forceing men, if you do it 
long enough, will convert them ; and the reaſon be gives,is this, Becauſe 
Paul ranks Hereſie among#t the works of the fleſh ; and it is not ſeated 
ſo ſolely in the mind, bur that it hath often.no ſublimer motives then 
other ſenſual tranſgreſſions; & as outward confidetations are ſometimes 

the cauſe, ſo they may be the cure of it, That ever any man did change 
an Opinion, firſt or laſt, by being forced, ſince the World began, is 

Without inſtance, and impoſſible in the nature of the thing to be : One 

ſzyes well, Tor may as well cure a man of the Cholick, by bruſhing bis Coat, 

or fill a mans belly with a Syllogyſme. Theſe things do not communicate 

in matter, and ſo neither in action nor paſhon. But Herefic is a work 

of the fl:h, ſo is every miſtake of the Soul ; Herehe is a work of the 

Soul rather in miſ-believins, than miſ-doing ; 'tis a thing in opinion, 

rather than fat, The Apoſtle, in Gal.5. where Herefie is reckoned 

amonglt the works of the fleſh, does not pur the diftintion berryeen 

works of the fleſh, as things outwardly ated, oppokite to what is in- 

wardly believed, but by the flzth he means the corrupt and carnal t.ind, 

oppokie to the Spitit of God ; for he ſayes plainly in the Vetſe before, 

T he fleſh luſt againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the flelh, By the 

fl:\h there, he means the corrupt fate of man in Soul and Body ; fo 

that Hereltie may be a work of the fleſh, and yet purely ſeated 1n.the 

mind : Every corruption in the mind, is a work of the fleſh, and yet 

a5 'tis there only,is in ſome ſence a thing ſpiritual and ſpeculative, But, 

ſaith he, Outward conſiderations are ſometimes the cauſe of an Opinion, and 

may be ſometimes the cure of it, If outward confiderations , ſutable to 

2 conviction of my underſtanding, have wrought upon my undeiliand- 

ing, and made m2 really believe a thing, there is then no proportion 
at all of reaſon, to ſay, That force, becauſe tis an outward thing, wholly 

ancapable of working upon my underſtanding, may makg me 4s well dicbelieve 

it, And if thole outward conliderattons he means, have nor really 

convinced me, then *tis not my Opimon : Either ontward confidera- 

tions are the ground of ſuch Opinions, or they are not ; if they be,they 

will b:t diſcover themſelves in their effezRs ; ſuch cauſes are bet {0 

kvown, and only ſo known, and thoſe effes will be obvious, if they be 

evil, to a due puniſhment ; if they be not the cauſe of them, 'tis tt, 

a ſuperlative want of charity, to make ourſelves evi} judges of other 

Meus heatts, and then an eminent piece of injuſtice, to puniſh men 
upon 
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upon ſuch a falſe ſuppoGtion;; He that will take upon him to judge the 
orounds of any Maps Principſes, Whichhe knows not, may make any 
-Opinion 'have what Original he pleaſeth, *Tis a moſt abſurd thing to 
believe any man for outiyard reſpe&s, ſhould ſuffer all reproach and 
perſecution ; You may as well ſay, all the Mattyrs ſuffered onely to 
ſet up Pillar, and get themielves a.name ; '*cis obvious enough to any 
impartialeye, thoſe outward. conſiderations are more probable to be 
mens temprations that go another way, 

Fourthly, No man under the Goſpel ought ro be compelled to be. 
lieve or practiſe any thing : [and if not to believe, then not to practiſe, 
for the practice onght to correſpond with, and bebat the counterpart 
of the belief 3 'tis (trangely unreaſonable to require uniformity. in the 
praQice, where there is variety and difference in the Judgement ; 'tis 
to bid a man go directly againſt his Light; *"cis miſerably to rend a 
man into two pieces, his Conſcience in one part, and his outvard man 
and practice in another part: Godarreits him, and drais him in a way 
ſutable to his rational Soul one Way, and men by means wholly con- 
trary another : Who, think we, has the greateſt right ; and whether is ir 
better toobey God or manin ſuch a caſe ? Thoſe that thus impoſe upon 
men, do whatin them lies to ruine them erernally.], I ſay, 'tis not 
reaſonable to compel men to delieve or praRtiſe ; (for pratice ſhould 
ſitppoſe belief,) Becauſe God tells ſo very often, Hy only accepts a wil- 
ling Serwse in his Worſhip, and abhors all «ther ; God deteſts the ſmell 
6f--a Sacrifice, where the heart is not, where the heart is far from him ; 
and 'tis impoſſible-it ſhould bz near him, waere x man is compelled di, 
rectly'agaitit his own judgment, How much does the beauty of the 
Golpel lie in this, that Gods People ar: made by him a willing Peo- 
ple, and that God hath his Creature willy in his Service: Such are 
the converts of the Goſpel, where every man 1s in his rational Soul ſo 
ſatished, enlightened, and convinced, that he does all freely : 'Tis a 
fevere thing to enjoyn me by penal Laws, to worſhip God ina way I 
nzither {ike, nor he accepts ; Which he does not, though it be what he 
has appointed for the matter ; if I come not in the manner he has like- 
wiſe appointed to it, I ſhall neither pleaſe him, nor advantage my 
own Soul, That was the caſe of the Jews, when God hated their ſo- 
temn aſſemblies, and ſaid, Incenſe was an abomination to. bigs. *Tis u- 
ſually falſe worſhip that needs force ; 'twas- Jerohoam that upon Poli- 
tick grounds began to farce a Religion, and 'tis ſaid of him, He azade 
Iſrael to ſin, by compeliing them to Dan and Beiket. If men intend to 
make converts to God, they mult not do more for him, than he does ſor 


himſelf ; hz never violates the libzrty-of the rational Soul, bur aps 
$4 proves 
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proves things to the underſtanding ; if they under this pretext intend 
to make Proſelytes to their own power, tis very finful, 

Fifthly, The praRice of Chriſt and the Apoſtle, poſitively contra. 
dias this courſe ; they could have commanded what power they had 
pleaſed, if that had been the way of ſettling the Goſpel in the world : 
Chriſt would have no fire come down from Heaven, but that of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; nor no Sword uſed in the Church, but that of the Spirit ; he 
bids them Teach all Nations, Baptizing them, &c. that is bis way of ini- 
tiating men into the Church ; Not as the Spaniards Convert the [nd;. 
ans, Who leave them no choice, but to be Baptized or Murthered, Men 
are firlt to be enlightened, and then led into conformable praRice, Paxl 
prayes for men, T hat the eyes of their underſtandings might be enlightened, 
And our Saviour when he preached, called for as eye and an ear, to hear 
and diſcern hu Doftrine, *Tis no matter for either, where force is the 
Medium, This deſerves to be very well weighed, that the Apoſtles 
never urged the Truths of the Goſpel, in their infallible Miniſtry of 
them, upon farther or other terms than perſivaſion and ratiocination, 
and gave every man freedom of debate, and counted it a noble thing 
in the Bereans to examine the Scriptures, Whether the things they prea- 
ched were ſoor no, After all means uſed, every man was left to his own 
Light, Paul profeſleth he was not Lord of any' mans Faith, The 
truth is, that part of the Soul, where Faith and Conſcience is ſeated, 
cannot be reached by any compulſion ; and therefore force reaching but 
to our outivard practice, there can be no other end of it, but to make 
us ſuffer, or elſe praRiſe contrary to what we delieve. 

Sixtly, Forceing men to a Religion, which is wholly ſupernatural, 
and impoſing Principles upon them, which are out of the compaſs of 
Moral Light, as all Goſpel-principles are, ſuppoſeth a perfe& infalli- 
bility in the Impoſors, and the thing impoſed, or elſe *is ſtrangely un- 
reaſonable ; to force men againſt their own Light to be guided by outs, 
unleſs we are ſure we cannot miltake, is a firarge abſurdity, There is 
ſome excuſe for being guided by a miſtake of our own, if it be the beſt 
Light we have, but there is no excuſe for being guided by a miſtake of 
another mans. Three ſorts of men there have been in the world, emi- 
nent for Impoſitian in Religion, and common diſcretion taught them, 
that the neceſlary ſupport of ſuch Impoſition, muſt be a pretended in- 
fallibility in themſelves and their Dofrines. Such were the Jewiſh 
Rabbies of old, who had ſo deluded the people, that Luther tells us, 
The Jews thonght they were bound to believe what their Rabbies tawghr, 
though they ſhould ſay, the vight hand was the left, and the left the right, 


Such allo was Mahomet and his Muftics, who impoſe all upon the 
ground 
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vround of infallibility; AMabomert at the firſt laying this down as 2 
Maxime, that there was to be nodebate, nor diſcourſe of what he PICs 
ſcribed ; and his Mfcres ſubdue the people by carryivg on the ſame e. 
ver fince. Grotiw gives a very full account of this, in his Book of the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion, The Third Seft, Famous for Impoſition are 
the Popes and Prieſts of the Roman Church, and they with the Hammer of 
Infalltiilicy beat down all Oppoſition, That's a refuge never fails to ju- 
ſtifie things againſt Scripture, Reaſon, and the common Senſes of man ; 
That the arrogant aflumption of infallibility, fince the time of Chriſt 
and his Apoliles, is nothing elſe but a Political cheat upon the world ; 
God by his Providence, in fact, as well as othetiviſe, hath made it 
clear to us, fince thoſe Who pretend to it, have as often contradicted 
each other, and erred, even in the Opinions each of other, as any 
people in the World, God in his juſt Judgment leaving thoſe that 
pretend to be ſo much above all men, to appear as weak, and as de- 
praved men, as any the world has, But Impoſition, where infallibi.- 
lity is not pretended, nor claimed, muſt needs be but weakly under- 
ſer, He that impoſeth a Religion upon me, intends I ſhould take his 
Light inſtead of my own; Impofing a Religion upon me, ſuppoſeth a 
Duty in me of perfe Subjection, or elſe *c1s ridiculous, and (ignifies 
nothing : admitting a man to uſe his own Light in judging, detitoyes 
the Being of Impoſition 1n Religion, upon any tolerable Yrounds of 
[Reaſon ; and no body is to be obeyed in whatever they Command, but 
thoſe that are infallible, Who ever it be, the Church or the Magi- 
fate, that confeſſeth himſelf fallible, muſt needs admit a poſhbility 
of miſtake, and ſo gives ground unqueſtionable, to reaſon and conſides 
what is offer'd to me, and to what purpoſe will that be but farther to 
enſnare me, if I muſt neceſſarily obey? And unleſs, if I diſcover the 
weakneſs and miſtake of what is put upon me, I may refuſeit, Among 
the Proteſtant Churches, where Infallibility is not claimed, and this 
Doarine taught, that if any man command any thing finful [ of which 
every mans Conſcience 1s likewiſe acknowledged the Judge |] we are 
to ſuffer paſſively, and not obey atively. There can be no other ſuc. 
ceſs of Impoſition, but to make me ſuffer for being an honeſt man, and 
following the Light of my own Conſcience: for if the thing enforced 
be according to my own jadgment, forceing me to it is needleſs + if it 
be not, I am bound by principles, acknowledged by all, not obey, and 
ſo the event muſt needs be my ſuffering in performing my duty, Nay, 
ſuppoſe further, that the thing enjoyned be infallible in its own nature, 
and the perſon enjoyning it before in that very a, yet Rill I am con- 
vinced in my reaſon of both thoſe, they 1 (ome 35 if they Were not 
: {0 
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ſo, and I ſhall never upon that account yeeld implicite obedience; and 
when I am convinced of ſuch an z»falivi/zty,my own reaſon, without any 
other motive, forceth me into ſubjeRion, as that which is beſt for me. 
No man can or ought to command me to alter my Judgment and Con. 
ſcience, guided by the belt Light I have, till he can (he me, that as 
I amfallible, ſo he is infallible, and that he is ſo in that act of impo. 
fing a Religion upon ie ; my own Light is more ſafe to me, than any 
other mans, that is not ſo1ntruſted, andis but equally fallible with 
my ſelf, though in knowledge never ſo far above me. He that owns, 
' he may be miltaken as well as I, and yet would have me obey what be 
commands, againſt what I-believe, would at the ſame time make me 
both a finner and a fool ; a finner to God,and a fool to my own reaſon ; 
a ſinner to depart from my-owvn Conſcience, by which God expe&s I 
fhould be guided, and by which I ſhall hereafter be judged ; and a fool 
to eat by another mans taſt, and to part with my own reaſon, without 
any aſſurance of being guided by a better, A Magiſtrate impoſeth U- 
niformity in Religion, acknowledgeth himſelf not infallible, but that 
he may be under miſtakes; acknowledgeth likewiſe that no man is 
bound to obey him aRually in any thing finful ; acknowledgeth that the 
Judgment of what is fGnful lies in every mans own Conſcience, as to 
his particular aRings, and that every mans Conſcience, though errone- 
ous, is-to be followed till better informed. Take the coherence. of 
theſe things, Which ate all granted Truths amonglt us, and the reſule 
will be tvo-fold ; Firlt, That a man that cannot in Conſcience conform 
to ſuch an impoſed Uniformity, as thinking it ſinful, is puniſhed for 
doing hat is acknowledged to be his duty, Secondly, There can ne- 
ver be any other end jn forcing Uniformity, whete ſuch Principles are 
taken for granted, bat to bring ſuch men into ſuffering, who reſolve to 

keep their integrity, ; 
Seventhly, Every man in the World is to be a Judge for himſelf, in 
all matters of the Goſpe!=Religion, and ſo 0112ht not to be forced to. be- 
lieve or practiſe any thing-he is not convinced of. Towhat end is 
preaching or diſcourſing to men, but that they may judge of what is 
ſaid? A man being obliged to anſwer for himſelf, he mult needs be {o 
to judge for himſelf, And this Foundation once laid, upon which ma- 
ny. of ous mo itrefragible Arguments again!t the Papsſts are built, all 
pretenſfions of impoſing upon men, contrary to th21r own Judgments 
and Conſciences, will with apparent reaſon fall tothe ground : For if 
L{tand obliged to God, as a Creature by him enabled and fitted (o to 
do, to make a Judgment within myſelf, according tothe meaſure of 
Light 1 bayg ct. all thievs I bclieve or practiſe in Religion, then I can 
never 
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never come under an obligation, to obey any commands thet compel 


me againſt my Light, nor ever to follow the Judgments of others, far- 
ther than 1 am convinced by it,and it becomes my own, Noiv to make 
this evident, that every man underthe Goſpel is bound at laſt to judge 
for himſelf, in all things relating to God and his own Soul, let theſe 
things following be conſidered, 

Fuſt, Every perſon in the World is under a Scripture command, to 
prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good ; What ever comes from 
Miniſters by way of inſtruRtion, or from Magiſtrates by way of com- 
mand, 'is a duty to give a Cue reſpeQ to it, and ſeriouſly to weigh it, 
and at lait,by the beſt Light we havezto make a judgment of it,and (et= 
tle the Conſcience about it ; but no way are ive bound to follow blind- 
fold, whether we like it or not : To prove and examine,ſhows a neceſſ[a- 
ry uſe of reaſon, and an a& of the underſtanding, in weighing and 
nondering; and to hold faſt in chooſing and determining, We are bid 
to obey God, rather than man, That Command can never be put in pra= 
Riſe, but by judging what is of God, and what is of man ; andit muſt 
neceſſarily refer to a Judgment of our own ; forall mens preterce is, 
that what they enyjoyn, is of God, 

Secondly, Every man is bound to do, what ever he does in Religi- 
on, in Faith : for that the Rule is poſitive, #hatſoever is not of Faith, 
& (in ; He that doubts ts damn'd if he eat; todoinaRQion in Faith, is 
to do it upon a judgment made within my ſelf, that what I do, is that 
I ought to do, and that I perform my duty there. And herein I muſt 
neceſlarily be my own Judge, no other mans Faith can ſo ſerve my turn, 
as to excuſe me from fn ; If avy thing be commanded me contrary to 
iny own Judgment, I can never obeyit in Faith, and ſo never obey it 
Without tin ; the groundof all Faith lies in the information and ſatis- 
fa&ion of the Judgment; without the concurrence of that no aRion in 
Religion can ever be done in Faith, and ſo never be done as it ought 
to be done. And therefore it is that the Apoltle pronounced him happy, 
that condemneth not bimſelf in the thing that hz alloweth, A man through 
an erroneous Judgment may doa thing tn Faith, and yet do it finfully : 
bis Faith will not excuſe him ; but yet he is bound to exerciſe Faith in 
every thing he does, He that doth any action without Faith, fins in it ; 
he that doth an ill ation in Faith, hath an excuſe for it ; thereby 4 
tanto,though not & tots; ſo that in the one, Faith leflens the fin of the 
action, and'in the other makes it compleatly good, 

Thirdly, Every man muttneeds be a Judge for himſelf, becauſe God 
will accept or not accept, and deal with him here and hereafter, ac- 
cording to what his own Judgment was, and his [utable corforming 
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himſelf thereto, For this we have a plain: Scripture, Every man thalb 
ive an account of himſelf to God; every mans underſtanding is his 
ralent, God expects he ſhould imploy it, and not hide it, and accor- 
dingly deals with men ; Where much is given, much 1s required ; and 
where little4s given, little 15 required: Whence comes the ſatistaCtion 
of Conſcience in this World; but that while we walk fincerely accor- 
ding to our Light, we reſt ſatisfied of an acceptance with God, and we 
find accordingly God acceptethſach, and abhotsan Hypocrite, That 
God will hereafter judge men according to the knowledge they have, 
and the Judgment they make within themſelves, the Scripture is every 
where clear. He that knows bis Maſters Will and doth it not, he ſhall be 
beaten with many ſtripes, God will judge men out of their own mouths, 
and out of their on breaſts; If then God deals with men here, and 
judges them hereafter according to the Light they have, *tis that ſure 
that ſhould de the rule of our living, To ſay, I did what others bid me, 
and never judzed within my ſelf, what God required from me ; Nay, 
when I was convinced, he required the contrary from me, will be but a 
poor excuſe, when mens Conſciences ſhall come upon the Stage, to 
do the Office of excufing or accuſing in that great day, Our Divines 
ſay very1ight, when they tell us, every mans Light is to be his guide ; 
if it be falſe and erroneous, he lies under fin, becauſe *ris his duty to 
be better informed ; but till he 18 ſo, *cis his duty to purſue that light he 
has, as the lefler evil. : 

Fourthly, To ſay a man is not to judge for himſelf, is to unman him, 
and change him from a rational Creature to a Bruit 3 What has God 
lighted ſuch a Candle in man as knowledge and underſtanding for, bur 
to judge anddiſcern by, and be a guide to him 2 God that has given a 
man an ability to judge, does he ever forbid, nay, does he notajwayes 
enjoyn the ufe of it that way ? Behkides 'tis impoſſible that a man (ſup. 
poſing him a reaſonable Creature) ſhould conſent to any thing without 
paſſing firſt an 2& of his Judgment upon it ; he that yeelds up himſelf 
to the infallibility of Rome, paſſes a Judgment firſt, that 'tis beſt to do 
ſo; and therefore when men are perſwaded to joyn themſelves in the 
Roman Church, and truſt wholly to that, in believing whatever the 
Church believes, they are firſt admitted to judge, that *tis belt to do 
fo; and are made firſt Judges for themſelves, before they rehgn up 
their Judgment to others ; to What end elſe were all perſwafion and 
reaſoning about ſuch a matter ? The Papiſts, while they profeſs againſt 
this private Judgment, 5 a deteſtable thing,- that every man ſhould be 
a Judge for himſelf, they cannot deny, but that every man is actually 
fo; and therefore Bellarman flics to this ſorry (hift, he ſayes, Befors 
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wen are in the Church, they muſt judge for themſelves ; but when theyare 
once in the Church, they mu#t reſign themſelves to her Infallibility, The 
Engliſh of which is, That before a man s a Romaniſt, he may uſe his 
Reaſon ; but after muſt be le1 and driven likg a Brunt, And the truth is, 
A Church Conflituted with an implicite Belief, under an impoſed In- 
fallibility, differs little from a dumb Herd of Cattel. Either in ſuch 
a caſe I make uſe of my Reaſon, or I donot; If 1 do not, I ceaſe to 
be a man under the denomination of a rational Creature: If I do, I 
mult neceſſarily be a Judge for my ſelf ; for if I am guided by another 
judgment than my own, as that I think beſt for me; there is as clear 
an aRtof my judgment in ſo dotng, as if I were punctually direed by 
my oivn., 

This we call Knowledge in men, God hath given to taſte Principles 
and Notions, as the Mouch tafteth Meates ; take away once the uſe of 
this calte, and you take away the nobleſt Accompliſhment of a man : 
You make a nan, created in honour, if he do not underſtand, . like a 
Beaſt that periſheth ; as the Eye guideth the Body, ſo the judgment 
of the Underſtanding guides the Soul z force a man once from the nſe 
of this, and you betray him into a dark Chaos of ſlavery, and bruitiſh 
ſubjeRion, and render him an objeR fit for the ſame ſcorn and con- 
tempt, that Sawpſon found, when he had loſt his two eyes. By theſe 
things we may plainly diſcern, that the neceſſity of every mans being 
2 Judge fcr himſelf in divine things, is grounded both ko Scripture 
and Reaſon ; and that *tis not only lawful, but a pofitive Duty, God 
expects the performance of, and obliges every man living to ; and this 
being ſo, for any Power on Earth to compel men to believe or practiſe 
contrary to their Judgment and Conſcience, muſt needs be both un- 
lawful and anreaſonadle, 

Laſtly, The ill ſucceſs force and impoſition in Religion hath ever 
had, and which it hath a neceſſary tendency to have, may very well 
make us out of love vith it; there can poſſibly be no other effeR of it, 
but either to debauch men in their Conſciences, or bring violent Per- 
ſecutions upon their Perſons and Eſtates, If the firſt, Thoſe that im- 
poſe, bring a guilt upon themſelves, and partake of the fin, as being 
the great occafion and cauſers of it, So did Feroboam, When he made 
Iſrael to fin, the guilt Ruck to himſelf, as well as the people. If the 
ſecond, Men are (uffercrs from men, for doing their duty to God, and 
part With their Eftates, becauſe they cannot with their integrity, and 
in this caſe the puniſhment falls upon the Sufferer, but the guilt Rijt 
upon the Impoſer, | Either a Magiſtrate impoſing in Religion, is tg 
bs Qb:y'd in whatſoever he Commands, or not ; If he be, we ſhajy 
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then excuſe thoſe that obey'd Jeroboam, and caſt reproach upon all the 
Martyrs, that have ſuffered for refuſing the ſipful Commands of Supe- 
riours. If they be not, There muſt be then ſome judgment, when 
they are to be obey'd, and when not ; and that can be. no other, than 
every mans own Conſcience ; and if every mans own Conſcience, and 
the Light of it, is to be-his Rule, by which be 1s.to judge: Then when 
ever I refuſe to obey a Command in Religion, becauſe my Conſcience 
tells me, 'tis ſinful, I am plainly puniſhed fot doing my duty, and fol- 
lowing that Light God hath given to guide me, Nay, Suppoſe my 
Conſcience be erroneous, *tis confeſſed by all, "tis a fin not to follow 
it, till better informed, - and if ſo, Iam ſure tis likewiſe a fin to force 
me out of it, Conſcientia quamvis errans ſemper ligat ita ut ulle peccet qui 
agit contra conſcientian quoniann agit contra voluntatem Dei quanVvis nou 
.-ruaterialiter & vere tamen formaliter 7 imterpretive, Ameſ, de Ca, Con; 
If we look upon this pradice in the Roman Church, where tis in its 
Meridian. What a Maſſacre of Souls hath it made? What darkneſs 
and miſerable ignorance is grown up in the Layety by it, and amoneſt 
the Clergy what pride, corruption, and tyranny? Where it has been 
practiſed in the Reformed Churches, it has introduced nothing but di- 
viſions, and animoſities, and the ſad eftefts of them ; thoſe who have 
been freed from the Roman Impoſition, and enlightened ih the Prote- 
fant Truths, being leſs able to endure Impoſition, then any; being by 
their departure from Rome, furniſhed with Principles, that do wholly 
overthrow any ſuch power, by whomſoever exerciſed, How little hurt 
would variety of Opinions about Religion do in the world, if it were 
not for this > What hurt could any mans Opinion do me, if ke uſed no 
other Weapons, than Reaſoning and Diſcourſe? Tis the impoſing 
Opinions, makes them pernitious and troubleſome to the world, and 
makes every party ſtrive to get the Magiſtrate on their fide, that they 
may ſupprels the reſt, and turn Religion 1nto a worldly intereſt ; Re. 
ligion troubles no body, as Chriſt left it, but as Men make it, By this 
przCtiſe men of differing judgements in Religion, can never live toge- 
ther in the world, nor enjoy the great advantzges, they might afford 
one to another in civil Concerns, and in Religion too, ſo far as they 
20ree ; becauſe their Conſciences will not let them come up to the 
pr:ctice of an impoſed Uniformity in all things. How different from 
this werethe thoughts of Paul, he bids us joyn together, ſo far as we a- 
gree, ard in other matters wherein we do not agree, to wait till God ſhall re. 
veal himſelf rows. What an unreaſonad!e ihing 1s it, to oblige Chrilti- 
ans, either to ſuffer, or follow all the changes m2de by humane Powers 
in Religion; upon what Worldly or Political ends forever ; tv _—_— 
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Conſcience floating about, at the Magiſtrates pleaſure, as his property; 
which is only-Gods peculiar, Thoſe that lived in the dayes of Henry 
the Eight, Edward the Sixth, Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, had 
occaſion enough to experience this ; who muſt either have withRood 2 
conſormable praRtice \vith ſuffering, or elſe ſurely have bzen ſometimes 
out of the way, But that which ſhould put us perfectly oyt of all chati- 
ty with the uſe of force in Religion, is when we confider the true 
Worlhip of the Goſpel can never be eſtabliſhed byit, You may eſta- 
bliſh a falſe Worſhip, or a formal out-fide Worſhip, but never make 
ſuch Worſhippers, as Chriſt ſpeaks of, when he ſaith, 7he true Worſhip- 
pers under the Goſpel, \ are ſuch, who worſhip the Father in Spirit, and in 

Truth, You may eſtabliſh a falſe Worſhip, that is a worſhip of mens 
appointing ; for if they be but outwardly obey'd, in what they Inſti. 
tute, they look no farther, Teroboams buſineſs was to keep the people 
from Jeruſalem ; if they came but to Dan.and Bethel, he cared for no 
more; he lictle minded the Religion he had ſet up, for he made Pricfts 
of the meaneſt of the People; hisend wasPolitical, tobring men in-- 
to ſubjeRion to himſelf, You may alſo eſtabliſh a formal Worſhip, you 
may by force make men Hypocritically conform to the out-fide of true 
Worſhip ; you may force men to the Sacraments, but without they be 
qualified with thoſe Przrequiſites God requires, inſtead of performs. 
ing an acceptable Service, you force them to commit a great Sin, 

That you cannot by force eſtabliſh the right Goſpel-Worſbip, ap-- 
pears by theſe two things, Fuſt, 'Figa Spiricaal Worſhip: And, Se- 
condly, 'tis a voluntary Worſhip, Firſt, Tis a Spititual Worſhip, 
there is no one part of Goſpel-Worlhip lyes in the bare outward per-- 
formance of any Duty ; The Word ( Pal (aid ), did »0t profit, becauſe : 
was not mixed with Faith, In Hearing, Praying, receiving Sacraments, . 
and all others, there is more required than the bare outward 2&, 'tis 
Feith in theſe things, anu that which 1s Spiritual in them, that gives 
th:m an acceptance before God, and thet men cannot be forced into *: 
you can never Compel into that Which is purely Spiritual, Secondly, 
*T is a voluntary Worſhip, the Goſpel is a Proclamation made to every 
#e that willeth, to cate and drink of the bread and water of life, *Tis the 
very evidence of Chritts power under the Goſpel, 7 hat his People are 
male a willing People; and therefore the Service of the Goſpel cannor - 
he forced : * Tis a contradiction to ſay, That may be well done by compule 
fron, that onght to be freely and voluntarily done, 

' Two things are \vith great vehemency oppos'd to-this, and which do: 
- indeed contain the greacelt (bew .of Reaſon for compullion in Rel I2t- 
00, of alt the Arguments brought for it... Firſt, 'rig ſaid, bac compelling- 
WC3-; 
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men to the outward means of =” OY is 4 Way God often uſeth to work in. 
ward Converſion. Secondly, That though it do not fo work, yet a bare 
outward compliance 15 acceptable to God, and bleſſed by him; and for thes 
the example of Ahab's bumiliation,and the Ninevites Faſt, is brought, 
To the fult,I ſay, That fome things under the Goſpel are as well Mo- 
ral, asReligious ; and have a foundationin the Light of Nature, as 
well as in the inſtitution of the Goſpel ; and to theſe, men may be com- 
manded by the Magiſtrate, As hearing is at a& purely Moral,as well as 
Divine ; A man may be enjoyned to hear the Goſpel preached, without 
being forced to give his aſſent to it. The Light of Nature guids the Ma- 
oiſtrate to inſtru his SubjeAsin what ever he thinks for their eterhal 
200d, and the Light of Nature obligeth every man to hearken toevery 
providential inſtruction God affordeth, and improve it for his good. 
A man that is only commanded to hear and receive infiruRion,is dealt 
with as a rational Creature, and forced to nothing ; the judgment ig 
Rill left in himſelf, A man may hear,and be no way concluded ; hear- 
ing is in order to choice and determination. But ſuch things as are 
purely of a Goſpel-Inſtitution, and are perfeAly ſupernatural,to theſe 
men may not be any way compelled, nor can we ever expect a bleſſing 
upon it ; Firſt, Becauſe inſtruction, and not compulſion, is the way 
Chriſt hath appointed to bring men, and fit them to partake of all -Go- 
ſpel-Ordinances, Secondly, Becauſe a man joyning himſelf to the 
Goſpel, and partaking in the Ordinances and Worſhip of it, upon no 
other ground byt compulſion, and is in his heart all the while either 
ienorant of it, of againſt it, fins in all he does; and therefore though 
God can over-rule the fins of men to good ends, yet muſt not we do 
evil that good may come of it, nor anticipate Converts to the Goſpel 
by undue means, God can work mens converſion by any means, or 
without means, but yet we are bound to ſeek mens converſion by ſuch 
means as God hath appointed for that end, 'and left us under an Obli. 
oation to proſecute. Mr. Prynne, who is earneſt for compulſion, and 
corporal puniſhment under the Goſpel, when he is told, That it is not 
a Way to make Converts, and to work upon the underſtanding ; re. 
plies, That corporal ſufferings, affiitions, and preſſures upon the outward 
man, are an uſual means of Gods [antlifying and ſaving men. *Tis true, 
2 means that he over-rules, and a means he reſerves in hisown hand, 
to uſe as he pleaſeth, but no means appointed in the Goſpel for vs to 
uſe,and ſo we cannot expeR the concurrance of Gods Operation, which 
Can only make it effeRual upon it ; becauſe God many times ſanRifies 
the pain and fickneſs of mens Bodies, and the ſufferings and loſſes in 
their Eſtates and Reputations, to the ſaving of their Souls, We may 
not 
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not {1 hope) bring theſe: thingeapcn men For that «nd, becuſe they- 
are not means God hath intruſted us With the uſe of ; nor has indeed 
atiy outward force upon the Body a natural tendency in itſelf to alter a 
mays mind, but rather the contrary; but God by his influenceupon 
it, can over-rulſe it that way, ant] unleſs'it be by him a means 2ppoin- 
ted, that ſo we may expe&t ſnch 2n operation, *tis both unlawful and 
unreaſonable to make uſe of it, In ſhort,if by compelling men to out- 
war&tneans, bz-meant onely to compel a man to 2 bare outward moral 
aQion, and ſuch are all things relating to inftruftion, men may be com- 
maridedtoit: If by means bz meant a Religious Goſpel-meang of 
Chrifts Irfticution, and purelyrelating to the Goſpel, ſuch as the $a. 
craments, and the like, no man ought to be compelled to them, nor can 
we expe any good from ſuch a compulſion, farther than as God is pleaſ- 
ed to bring good out of evil, , 

For the ſecond thing, That though compulſion do not work rez1 con- 
veifion,yet an outward conformity,though there be nothing elſe, is plea 
fing toGod ; thatis, Thar to compel a man by force to profeſs he be- 
lieves that which he no way believes, and to praiſe that which he no 
way likes, is a Reformation God approves of, this Tutterly deny ; un- 
leſs it can be made appear, that God 1s pleaſed with Hypocrifie, ac- 
cepts the outrvard man, where the heart and the inward Man is far from 
him, and has no better means to bring men into the Church, than un» 
reaſonable compulſion, which muſt needs bevet an anreaſonable ſer. 
vice, As ſuch a Conformity can never pleaſe God in the perſons con- 
forming, ſo neirher in the perſons impoſing. Not in the perſons con- 
forming, becauſe they do it, not from a right Principle, nor to a right 
end they do it, cither without knewledge ignorantly, or againft know- 
ledge unwillingly, Befidey, he that comes to partake of any. Gofpel- 
Ordinane in an undue manner [which he muſt needs do, that comes 
only by compulſion] fins in the very at: He that receives the Sacra- 
ment Without 4 due qualification, tins in the very a& ; and therefore 
ſuch conformity may (atishe men, but can never pleaſe God, Not in 
the perſons impoſing, becauſe they do not execute any Law of Chrifts 
in ſo doing,and thetetore it will be ſaid, #ho required this at your hands p 
The forcing an outward Reformation in manners, 'is quite of #nother 
nature, that the Magiſtrate may and ought to do, and 1s a thing highly 
pleaſing to God, '# thing taught by the Light of Nzture, commanded 
by Gcd foto be, and a thing that is well done both in thoſe that com- 
mand, and thoſe that obey : when the bare outwird a& of evil is re- 
fitained and forborn, and the contrary commanded ard praiſed. The 
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forcing men to refrain-from the practice of groſs evil and wickedneſs, * 
though they do it in Hypocrife, has a wide difference-from the force- 
ing men to perform Goſpel-Duties in Hypacrifie.. Moral Actions are 
pokitively good and evil 1n.their owa nature;Goſpel-Dutics performed, 
are only ſo, as the y are circumſtantiated, And therefore the two In. 
Rances of Ahab, and the Ninezites will no way fit this matter ; What 
was done by the Ninezntes, for. ought; appears, Was well done, with all 
the circumſtances that (hould make it to be to ; for our Savicucſaith, 
They repented at the Preaching of Jonah. ; 

What Ahab did, will be clearly differenced in two things ; Firſt, it 
was a voluntary a&tion ; And Secondly, it was only a Moral ation : 
*Twas voluntary, for it aroſe from the dictates of his own Conſcience, 
upon what the Prophet Elzjah ſaid to-him, And Secondly, it was pure- 
ly a Moral aR, his Humiliation. was no other; He himſelf was an Hy- 
pocrite, and his Service was Fypocritical, and abominable in the fight 
of God ; yet the outward a& of his Humiliation was in it ſelf good, 
and God rewards it with an outward bleſſing. That men may be com- 
pelled about ations Morally good and evil, is out of. doubr, and that 
God does likewiſe with outward bleſſings and jadgments reward and 
puniſh Moral good and evil, is alſo plain, But hergo lyes the diffet- 
ence of forcing menin-things Moral, and things Divine: In things 
Moral, the ation 1a it (clt,. bowever cucutnitantiated, is pohitively 
cood or evil. Things of Divine Inſtitutzon are quite otherwiſe ; 
there the manner of the performance makes the Action good or evil. 
He that Sacrificeth an Oxe, is as if he killed a Man 3 He. that killeth a 
Lamb, as if he cut off a Dogs neck. Where the mannex of performing 
the Command 1s nat obſerved, zs well as the bare outward a& of per- 
formance.. And ſo in all. Goſpel-Datjes, the Inflitution of Chiiſ, as. 
Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, and the reſt,tae ations themſelves in thoſe. 
things are not ſimply good ; nay, they are accidentally eyil, unleſs 
they. have all the due circumſtances attending them ; the goodneſs of. 
thaſe things depends wholly upon Inſtitution, and there the manner,as. 
well-as the mater, muſt bez pupQually obſerved, Nay, the manner of 
doing ſuch things determioes the matter.of them; for if they be per-. 
formed in their,due manner, the ation is good, if not, the Aion it. 
ſelf is Gnful. 

Having thus far enceayoured to eſtabliſh this Truth, That the exer- 
ciſe of force by the hang of the Civil Pover, is no, means- appointed, 
by,Chri, eicher for. ſettling or. x:gulating the.Churches of the Ne 
Tefament ; andis athingin its. owa nature, altogether upreaſonable, (@ 
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to be'; And that Princes and PAY under thz Goſpel ſhould im- 

loy their cate, to ſee the'Laws of Chritts Kingdom put in execution, 
1n the vay and manner he himſelf hath appointed, and ought to reſt 
themſelves ſatished therewith, as that which his infinite Wildom hath 
provided, and to leavg things that are purely Goſpel-offences to Goſ- 
pel-puntſhments, as mpſt adzquate and proper ; knowing well, that if 
afcer ſuch puniſhments inflited, Errors and Herefies ſhall continue in 
the Church, Chriſt will over-rule the Being of them, for holy ends and 
purpoſes, according tFthat of Pax/, . There muſt bz Herehes, that 
thoſe that are approved, may be made manifeſt ; which though it be no 
good ground to indulge Hetefie, from any puniſhment Chriſt hath ap» 
pointed for it ; yet 'tis a very good gro:nd to ſatizfie our ſelves vpon, 
after all Chrilts means uſed, and to top us from all violent and itregu=- 
lar —__ when we conſider, That Chriſt will extratt good ont of 
ſuch evil, and turn ſuch things to his own Glory, and the good of ſuch a4 are 
ſincere, 1 (ay, having endeavoured the proof of theſe things, that the 
plaineſt Truths of the Goſpel ought not to be inforced upon men,much 
leſs thoſe more doubrful and obſcure, concerning Diſcipline and Ocder 
{of rheobſcurity of which there needs no other evidence, than the ho- 
lieft, wiſeſt, and moſt impartial men have in all Ages differed about 
them | Hoiv may we lametit over the preſent Impohtion of the Cere- 
monies, now enjoyned amonght us in England, which are no'part of 
Divine Tiuth, nor any of Chiilts Inſtiturions, but things perfeRtly 
Humane in their creation, and yet are inforced by the Civil Power up- 
on the practice and Conſciences of men, If Chritdid not appoint his 
oivn Laws to be inforced upon the Church, but to be received and exe- 
cuted by the influence and operating power of the Holy Ghoſt, concur- 
ring with them ; How little pleaſed will he be to have Laws and Rules 4 
made by others, to be ſo inforced ? If it be neither reaſonable nor 
warrantable for a Magiſtrate to inforce the Truths of the Goſpel in his 
own ſenſe of them, How much leſs is it ſo to enjoyn things in the Wot- 
ſhip of God, wholly framed by men, and of their deviſing? Thoſe, as 
being Divine, are in their own nature infa{libly and-certainly true, 
Theſe,as being Humane, are lyable to all Error and Mifſtike. How un- 
merciful a thing is it, and how unlike the Primitive Chiittiany, ed make 
ſuch Ceremonies a Rule of the Churches Communion, Which uſed to 
be nothing but the Creed ? That a man now only out of Conſcience 
ta God, and without a juſt imputation of eicher Faction ot Folly, or 
any other deſigned end, may very well become a Nex-Conformiſt to 
theſe preſent impoſed Ceremovi zs, hath been ofterueviaced. 
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Thefe things may afford us ſome proſpect into thoſe grounds 
upon which, Liberty of Conſcience ought to be afſerted, ard 
alſo the due and natural bounds of it.- When men fdifcou;- 
ſing of this Subject, are enumerating wlfat, parties may be to- 
lerated, and what not, What Fundamentals ate neceflary,to 
be believed, to makea man a capable Subject of this Liberty, 
and how far the puniſhment is to be inflited upon men for nat- 
ters of this Nature, are to proceed, and where to be termina- 
teds they do but loſe themſelves, and come tobe. involved 
with inextricable inconyeniences, and do uſually little more 
than diſcover their own particular inclinations and intereſts ; 
and atlaſt often end in this Determination, That none. are fit to 
be Indulged, but ſuch as are punttually of their onnbelief and per- 
ſwaſion, The general Laws of Nature, andthe general Laws 
of the Goſpel, are the beſt Umpire in this Caſe : As the firſt 
renders it athing unreaſonable, ſo the. other makes iCunlaw- 
ful to colerate any thing upon any pretence againſt the com- 
mon Light, andthe common. Intereſt, and natural good of 
mankind. And ſo on the other hand, ''tis equally as unrea- 
{onable and as. unlawful, to force men about things wholly 
Supernatural and purely Spiritual ; and fo are all the matters of 
the Goſpel, which lie ſeated in mens Beliet and Perſwafion, 
in referenceto their own Eternal Condition : and as they have 
no p__ relation to Hlumane Concerns, 1o they are in A/te- 
na. republica, and are onely cognifable there, and onely to 
be dealt with by ſuch. Spiritaal means and puniſhments, as 
Chriſt ia the Goſpel hath appointed for that end, 
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Hear the Opinionofthe Eearnad:4/þeJ, on this Subjetat 
large :: De pace Religions (ut 00tait) ſeu deVibertate Relagionts 
ſeu de bono Autongmie : Ant fudtenus conced! poſit appro Magi- 
tratu, Congernipg liberty of Religion, and hoy far it may 
he granted by agus Maggi, hee. Zh Mhngh 6 Me 


giſt rate 


UMI 


( LI ( 5 3 ) 
iftrate be to defend but one Religion, even that whith he Juqget to 
=. truth, by the H/ ord off God, yet nance pught to be compelled to 
' that by outward force, but every mans (onſcience tobe left at liber- 
ty, Et nonnunquam aruerſarum Religtronum exercitium, finn 


publics ſavem prigatums aut clandeſtinnn ex ſingularibus cay- 
ſir. ptrmitendum 2fſe [eturmus 3 Atgye hoc, demum Jenſit. pacery, 
& concorgliam externam. ſev politiare inter. Orthadgeos 63, non Or- 
thodoxos, ſxpe etiam Hereticas, fanul calendam, ab ipſo hiv, Mg- 


giftratu procurari, & poſſe & debere exiſtimamus. And he gives 
theſe three following Reaſons tor his Judgment, 


Prima mtitur generalibus illis Seripture diftis, que juſticiam, 
& charyatem, (iudtumque pacts & concordie ſerd nobis omnibus 
commendant : & ne qurd alter advexſus proximam ſtatuamus,quin: 
qualiter nobiſcum agt- vellemus; diferte previprunts Dem que wt 
conſcrentits ſuam libertatem coucedamus, & diſſentientes in negotto 
Religionis amice tolerems, omnind mandant, Mat, 5, 5, Rom, . 
12, 14, & alibi, 


Secunda petitur affexemplis fapientiurns piorum Regum, tun: 


in vetert, tum in novo Teſlamento, 8&C, 


Tertiaab ipſa naturalt Equitate, temque adjuntta utthtate, 
quam etiam experientta Tuotidians fere comprobat, Nam þre- 
rexquan quod aqurfeunum-eft; m eauſe- elrgtonts ab-omnt vi 2 
coattione externi -abſlinere -4pſir- evi rebus-publicts ut ita fiat, 
omnino expedit, atque conductt ; quippe que al:oqut factllim® tur- 
barentur, ut inteſtinty bellis, ac mutuis laments tahdem concides 
rent :* prout hattenus in multas Europe prouncits, Gallii prafer= 
tim & Belgro, accrgiſſe novimus, Cum contra in Germania, Hel-- 
vetia, Polome, & altht locorum, in quibus Religtonum libertas 
hattenus indulta fuit, iſtis arſcordis & laniems non fuerit locus , 
Ergo reſipſa per ſe licuta, & bonaeſt, etiam ſi per accidens abuſgs 
, aliquis accedere poſſit, Alſt, de Eccl. Lib, 4, C, 14. 

Wha 


ay A 6 > > 40 HITGSSS , G dd Az. ASS ts on 
- Whatranbe'ſaid with more truth and ſoberneſs about this 
matter ? v4 | 


- + Having thus conſidered thoſe inks which. domoſR imme. 

diately rettet ugon the'Magiſtrates'durty th allowing a diie li- 
"berty to each mans Conſcience,” I ſhall in another Difcourſe 
conſider how far his Iiitereſt ingages him this way, 
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